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Commander’s Report 

Hope everyone had a Wonderful 
holiday season. We are off to a great start 
this year. I would like to thank all of our 
Legion family volunteers you are the ones 
who make Post 283 the best American 
Legion Post in Florida. 

January was an outstanding month 
we rang in the New Year. Had a calendar full of events. 
We had a visit from Department of Florida Legion Riders 
Director he was impressed with our post, Legion family 
and the best Rides Chapter in Florida. We ended the 
month with our Largest ever Blood Drive. Great job 
everyone!! 

February’s events start with the four Chaplin’s 
ceremony on the 7th at 10 a. m. also on the 14th  is the 
5th District Meeting at Post 233 at 2 p. m.  

February 12th is the Auxiliary’s Valentine Day 
Dinner with some lucky person wining a Basket of cheer, 
tickets are available from any Auxiliary officer. On the 
28th there will be a Faux Frog Leg dinner in recognition 
of leap year. 

The 5th District, with the help of the National 
Organization, will be conducting a membership effort in 
our area February 18th – 20th. If you would like to 
volunteer let me know it would be greatly appreciated. 

Registration is now for the Annual Department of 
Florida American Legion Convention at the Renaissance 
Orlando SeaWorld from June 16-19th. The phone 
number is (407) 351-5555. For more information go to 
the Legion web site. 

As I mentioned in the November newsletter a 
motion was made and passed to vote on the Post 
becoming smoke free. This vote will take place on  April 
9th from 12 -3 p. m. if you are unable to make it in to 
vote on the 9th.  There will be absentee voting the week 
prior to the 9th on the following dates and times  

April 1   1 P. M. - 4 P. M. 
April 2   9 A. M. - 1 P. M. 
April 4   9 A. M. - 1 P. M. 
April 5   4 P. M. - 7 P. M. 
April 6   11 A. M. - 2 P. M. 
April 7   4 P. M. – 7 P. M. 
April 8   1 P. M. – 6 P. M. 
 
  All you need to do is stop by the Post with your 

2016 American Legion card to vote. Either I or the Judge 
Advocate will be here for you to vote. 

It’s that time of the year for Election nominations. 
Nominations will be on March 14th April 11th and May 9th 

general membership meetings. Elections will be on June 
4th. Thank you for all your support! 

For God & Country   
Jim Welch- Post 283 Commander  

904-710-3568 
Jameswelch88@comcast.net 

 
   

1st Vice Report 
Hi everyone, I hope you had a great New Year’s 

celebration and are having a great start to 2016! 
Membership currently is 84%. If you have not paid your 
dues for 2016, please pay your dues now at the Post or 
you can pay online. Since we are starting a new year 
please remember that you must show your 2016 card to 
enjoy daily events at our Post, and remember you are 
responsible for purchasing for your guests. Plus, if you 
have not renewed your dues for 2016 your 
membership has expired. And you may not be signed 
in as a guest.  

I would like to welcome our newest members to the 
post; Sidney Bosten, Shawn Beal, Sean Saintfort, Larry 
Mitchell, Sara Dellinger, Paul Geis, John Lavoie, and 
Clyde McClain. 

Membership in the American Legion as a 
Legionnaire is reserved exclusively for those who have 
served their country in time of war. The dates listed 
below are mandated by the United States Congress in 
the charter they have granted to the American Legion. 
You must have been an active member in one of the five 
branches of service (or the Merchant Marine for the 
period specified) and have an Honorable Discharge to be 
eligible to become a member.  The dates are as follows:  

AUG 2, 1990—CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES 
OPERATION DESERTSHIELD/DESERT STORM 
DEC. 20, 1989—JAN. 31, 1990 OPERATION 
JUST CAUSE/PANAMA  
AUG. 24, 1982—JUL. 31, 1984 
LEBANON/GRENADA  
FEB. 28, 1961—MAY 7, 1975 VIETNAM WAR  
JUNE 25, 1950—JAN. 31, 1955 KOREAN WAR 
DEC. 7, 1941—DEC. 31, 1946 WORLD WAR II  
APR. 6, 1917—NOV. 11, 1918 WORLD WAR I 
U.S. MERCHANT MARINE — DEC. 7, 1941—
AUG. 15, 1945  

Proof of service is normally established by either 
a DD-214 showing your period of service, with an 
honorable discharge, or an Active Duty ID card. The 
dues for this year are as follows; if you are 70 years 
old or older and have been a member of Post 283 for 
5 years or longer your dues are $29.00, for all others 
dues are $40.00. You may also mail your renewal to: 

 
American Legion Post 283  
Attn: Adjutant 
9549 Fort Caroline Road 
Jacksonville, FL  32225 

For God and Country, 
Michael Dux 

michaeljdux@yahoo.com 

 

www.facebook.com/legion283 www.floridalegion283.org 



2nd Vice Report 
As expected, we’re off to a great 2016.  For starters, 

our traditional Bloody Mary Breakfast was awesome.  
Not the turn out expected, both those who did show up 
had an enjoyable start to the New Year.  Special thanks 
to “Big E”.  Not only volunteering to help, but for 
donating all of the Bloody Mary’s.  It was great to see you 
back in the kitchen.  You look like you’ve been in there 
before! 

I want to thank everyone who helped with Sandy 
Tackett’s Memorial.  You all jumped into gear and put it 
together.  I know that it went a long way in providing 
comfort to the family during this difficult time.  That’s 
what makes me so proud to be part of this entire Legion 
Family. 

I also thank everyone for all of the support for the 
memorial for Rex Morgan.  The turnout showed what 
everyone thought of him.  He was such a well known and 
loved member of our Legion Family for many years, but 
also such a great member of the Arlington Community 
for so long.  He will be missed by so many or us. 

For those of you who missed “An Evening with 
Carl”, you missed a great show.  Marty and he showed 
great talent, and we had lots of laughs.  Thanks for the 
great evening fellas!  Maybe there is an encore in the 
future? 

Don’t forget the Steak Dinner on the 5th.  We always 
welcome any help for that meal.  We also depend on lots 
of you showing up to enjoy the steaks.  Then don’t forget 

the AUX is doing their traditional Cornish Hen Dinner 
for Valentine’s Day.  Get there early if you want one of 

them cute little baby birds.  The following week is 
Harry’s world famous, authentic, Philly Cheese Steak.  

The last Friday is the ALR Chili Cook-off.   
For God and Country! 

Jeff Lafferty 
Post  283 2nd Vice Commander 

2ndvice@floridalegion283.org 

 
3rd Vice Report 

First of all I would like to thank everyone for your 

thoughts and prayers while I was in the hospital.  

So here we go into the month of February 2016. The Steak 

Night on January first was another successful meal. Terry 

Parker JROTC helped out with preparing the meal, serving, and 

then cleaning up after the meal, they did an outstanding job as 

usual. Terry Parker JROTC also helped our SAL with the Bar-B-

Q Chicken Dinner and again they helped serve and clean up 

after the dinner and did another great job. 

Boy’s State Program is in full swing now. Boy’s State 

registration fees have been paid. I have been interviewing for 

Boys State and have 3 outstanding boys so far but have many 

others that will be interviewed, The three selected boys are from 

Terry Parker High School, Wolfson High School and Stanton 

Prepatory High School. Have been working with the Guidance 

Counselors from Sandlewood High School and First Coast High 

School for boys to interview. I am looking forward to this 

experience.  

MOMENTS IN HISTORY 

• February 1, 2003 - Sixteen minutes before it was 
scheduled to land, the Space Shuttle Columbia broke 
apart in flight over west Texas, killing all seven crew 
members. The accident may have resulted from 
damage caused during liftoff when a piece of insulating 

foam from the external fuel tank broke off, piercing a 
hole in the shuttle's left wing that allowed hot gases to 
penetrate the wing upon re-entry into the Earth's 
atmosphere. This was the second space shuttle lost in 
flight. In January 1986, Challenger exploded during 
liftoff. 

• February 3, 1943 - An extraordinary act of heroism 
occurred in the icy waters off Greenland after the U.S. 
Army transport ship Dorchester was hit by a German 
torpedo and began to sink rapidly. When it became 
apparent there were not enough life jackets, four U.S. 
Army chaplains on board removed theirs, handed 
them to frightened young soldiers, and chose to go 
down with the ship while praying.  

• February 12, 1999 - The impeachment trial of 
President Bill Clinton in the U.S. Senate ended. With 
the whole world watching via television, Senators stood 
up one by one during the final roll call to vote "guilty" 
or "not guilty." On Article 1 (charging Clinton with 
perjury) 55 senators, including 10 Republicans and all 
45 Democrats voted not guilty. On Article 2 (charging 
Clinton with obstruction of justice) the Senate split 
evenly, 50 for and 50 against the President. With the 
necessary two-thirds majority not having been 
achieved, President Clinton was thus acquitted on 
both charges and served out the remainder of his term 
of office lasting through January 20, 2001.  

• February 14th - Celebrated as (Saint) Valentine's Day 
around the world, now one of the most widely observed 
unofficial holidays in which romantic greeting cards 
and gifts are exchanged.  

• February 15, 1898 - In Havana, the U.S. Battleship 
Maine was blown up while at anchor and quickly sank 

with 260 crew members lost. The incident inflamed 
public opinion in the U.S., resulting in a declaration of 
war against Spain on April 25, 1898, amid cries of 
"Remember the Maine 

• February 23, 1942 - During World War II, the first 
attack on the U.S. mainland occurred as a Japanese 
submarine shelled an oil refinery near Santa Barbara, 
California, causing minor damage. 

• February 23, 1991 - In Desert Storm, the Allied 
ground offensive began after a devastating month-long 
air campaign targeting Iraqi troops in both Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

• February 27, 1991 - In Desert Storm, the 100-hour 
ground war ended as Allied troops entered Kuwait just 
four days after launching their offensive against 
Saddam Hussein's Iraqi forces. 

For God And Country 
Martha Nelson 

sgmmartha@hotmail.com 
904-790-2988 

 

Mark your calendars now!  The annual Mardi Gras 

Party will be on March 4
th

, 2016! 

 

S.A.L. Commander’s Report 
The SAL would like to express our 

deepest sympathy to those who lost loved 
ones recently. SAL members Bob Bertram’s 
mother, John Hoff’s father, Richie Sour’s 
sister and the lost of Rex Morgan a 15 year 
member. They will be missed but the 
memories will always remain.  

The Saturday January 16th AFC / 
NFC playoff games SAL Oyster Roast was a great 
success. It had been 8 years or so since we had an 
oyster roast and from what I’ve been told we need to do it 



again. Thanks to all those who shucked, steamed and 
served. You know who you are. It turned out to be a 
good day less out the fence & brick column being taken 
out. I would like to pass on what a new Legion transferee 
said to me this past oyster roast weekend. He 
transferred to Post 283 because he relocated to a new 
area. He told me he was just amazed at what all was 
going on and the number of people he observed 
participating. This was just in the first few days he and 
his wife have come up. I told him we always have a lot 
going on and a lot of folks stepping up. He turned up 
and looked at the sign above the front door and said that 
is what a Legion Family is all about. He’s right, thanks to 
all of you! 

Congratulations Squadron 283. We just went over 
the 80% membership for the year. 197 is at 85.71%, 194 
is at 81.25% and we are currently at 80.89%. We have 
47 members to hit 100% for the overall year. There is 
still some who have not renewed their dues and are 
finding out they cannot be signed in. So as a reminder if 
you haven’t paid you can’t be signed in. So get your 
$20.00 rounded up and jump back in the program. 
Looking forward to 2016. The Squadron has a lot 
planned so watch out for the postings in the calendar. 
On a side note if you know of anyone not getting the 
newsletter ask them to drop a note in the SAL mailbox. 
We can either mail it to them or we can “email” it to 
them. 

For God and Country 
Tom Harris, Commander 

 

Auxiliary President’s Report 
January flew by.  I hope 

everyone had a chance to rest up 
after the busy holiday months.   
Thank you to Bonnie Jewett for 
cooking a wonderful Spaghetti with 
stuffed meatball dinner.  It was a 
treat and gave Mari Gierok a month 
off from the main meal. Our Unit was 

able to donate 3 bicycles to children of HUD/VASH 
veterans last month. 

February brings with it our annual Valentines 
Basket raffle.  It is a basket filled with bottles of cheer 
and lots of other goodies to make your Valentine’s Day 
special.  Tickets can be purchased at the bar or from 
Auxiliary members and are 1 ticket for a $1 or 6 for $5.   
Also this month is the Unit’s Valentine Dinner on 
February 12th from 6 pm to 8 pm with the tradition of 
Cornish hens and all the fixings being carried on Mari 
and crew.  Be sure to come out for that night as the 
drawing for the Basket will happen after dinner. 

Membership is doing fairly well. We are still about 
30% shy of our 100%. Our goal for February is to be at 
75% by the 14th. As of the date of this newsletter we are 
just over 71%. WAY TO GO!!! Our membership dues go 
for a lot of programs. Our membership goal this year is 
393 members by May 30. We are just shy of 300. We still 
have time. 

There is an email blast that is sent out weekly. If 
you do not have an email address and are not getting the 
blast, please let me or Beth Fullwood, our membership 
chairman know that you do not have one. If you do, 
please make sure that we have your email and your 
correct phone number. Beth can be reached by email at 

bethrod1975@gmail.com or by phone at 904-238-1103. 
Let’s keep moving up. 

 
This month also is when the Unit makes it selection 

of girls to go to Girls State.  Girls must be a junior in 
high school going into their senior year. This is a 
wonderful program and the experience teaches the girls 
a wealth of information about themselves and our 
government.   If anyone knows of any girls that might be 
interested in the program, please contact Peggy Miller at 
904-534-4321 (business phone) for more information. 

February 3rd we are going fishing with homeless 
Veterans in the HUD/VASH program.  It will start at 
noon at Reddi Point Preserve so come out and join us.  
It’s always a relaxing, fun filled time.  Our next Unit 
meetings are Feb 12th with Executive Committee at 6:30 
pm and General Membership at 7 pm.  We have two 
ongoing projects of coupons for the troops overseas and 
box tops for education.  It’s easy to help just collect 
manufacturers coupons or box tops for education and 
leave them in the bin on the Auxiliary office door. 

Additional details for all events are in the Unit’s 
weekly news emails.   If you are not receiving the emails 
and would like to please let me know. Hope to see you at 
our next event or monthly meeting.  If, you have 
questions, suggestions, or ideas you can reach me at 
571-4541 or by email at janicedixon2132@comcast.net. 

Be ever mindful of those serving our country, the 
sick & wounded and their families.  From the service of 
one comes the support of many. 

Janice Dixon 
President 

 

Legion Rider Director’s Report 
 It's hard to believe January is over 

already.  But starting off the new year with a 
Bloody Mary Breakfast; you just can't beat it.  
Even though it was raining and we didn't get to 
take our normal new years day ride, the weather 
cooperated with us the next day and let us ride 
to Flagler Beach for some enjoyment.  

The next weekend we escort Adam Sandoval and Scooter 
"Scootin' America" around the 5th district to help raise money 
for the Legacy Fund.  A special thanks to Mike Smith for 
shadowing them while they were in town; keep them safe.  

We also had some losses to the Legion family.  Prayers 
continue to go out to the families of Sandy Sours and Rex 
Morgan and all of our other loved ones that are gone.  They will 
be missed but not forgotten.  Thank you to all who helped with 
the memorial services for them.  And please remember those 
who are still in the hospital.  

We had our first meeting for the poker run this month.  
It's time to start think about how we're going to make this one 
bigger than the last.  And we ended the month with another 
blood drive and SAL breakfast.  

February looks like it's going to be another good month.  
We have Valor Jam 2016 in support of QRC’s Veterans Landing 
project, the 4 Chaplains Escort, Super Bowl, Daytona speed 
week and MIAP support ride just to name a few.  Hopefully the 
weather will cooperate with us through all this.  

And remember:  LOOK TWICE FOR MOTORCYCLES. 
For God and Country 

 Rusty Crowdus 
Director Chapter 283 

   Directoralr283@gmail.com 



LOOK FOR US ON-LINE AT WWW.FLORIDALEGION283.ORG AND WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LEGION283 

 

 

 

                 

                                                                                                                                                                               

American Legion 
Post 283 

February 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

1 2 
SAL PIZZZ 

6 – 7:30 PM 

 

HARRY’S TRIVIA 
7-9 PM 

3 

HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 

 

SAL MEETING 

7PM 

4 

SOFTBALL 

CRUNCHY CHIX 

CASSEROLE 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

5 
LEGION STEAK   

DINNER 6 – 7:30 

 
 

MIDLIFE CRISIS 

6 
ALR MTG 9AM 

 

 

JAMMIN’ JIM 
KARAOKE 

7 
 

8 

LEGION             

MEETINGS 

EXEC 6PM 

GENERAL 7PM 

9 

SAL FLOUNDER 

SANDWICHES 

6 – 7:30 PM 

HARRY’S TRIVIA 
7-9 PM 

10 

HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 

AUX MEETINGS 

EXEC – 6:30PM 

GENERAL – 7PM 

SAL MEETING 

11    
 SPAGHETTI & 

MEAT SAUCE BY 

TAMMY 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

12 
AUX VALENTINE’S 

DAY CORNISH 

HENS 

ROCKIN’ 
MACHINE 

13     

 
 
 

JIMBO & DEBBIE  
KARAOKE 

14   SAL 

VALENTINE’S DAY 

BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11 

5
th
 DISTRICT 

MEETING POST 

233 

15 

PRESIDENT’S 
DAY 

16   
  SAL PIZZZ 

6 – 7:30 PM  

MARDI GRAS 

HARRY’S TRIVIA 
7-9 PM 

17    

HUMP DAY 

SNACKS  

 

 

  

18    SOFTBALL 

SAUSAGE DOGS 

W/PEPPERS & 

ONIONS 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

19   

HARRY’S 

AUTHENTIC PHILLY 

CHEESESTEAK 

SANDWICHES 

 
MR. NATURAL 

20     
 
 
 

JAMMIN’ JIM 
KARAOKE 

21 

 

22 

 

23  

  DISASTER 

PREP CHICKEN 

POT PIE 

HARRY’S TRIVIA 
7-9 PM 

24 

BUILDING 
COMMITTEE 

MTG 7PM 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 

 

25 

AUX MEXICAN 

CASSEROLE BY 

TAMMY 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

26 

6:00 ALR 

COOKOFF 

DINNER 

 
DOUBLE DOWN 

27 

 

 

 
JIMBO & DEBBIE  

KARAOKE 

28 

FAUX FROG LEG 

DINNER FOR 

LEAP YEAR 

3:00 – ‘TIL 

29 
 

LEAP DAY 

     


