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Commander’s Report 

What a great November with a lot 
of things happening this past month. 
Starting with the early bird dinner 
serving over 90 dinners. The Veterans 
Day parade was outstanding. Our post 
had three WWII Veterans who 
participated, Korean War Veterans, 

many Vietnam Veteran’s and over twenty members of the 
Legion family. It was followed by an open house and 
karaoke at the post. Wow what an awesome day 
recognizing our Veterans and Active Duty military!! 

We had a great turnout for the Thanksgiving 
dinner.  

There is a collection box at the Legion for Christmas 
food supplies for our local community. If you know of a 
member in our family network that is need our support 
this year for Christmas, please contact our Auxiliary 
President or myself so we can make sure we can provide 
them with a holiday basket.   

December will be a busy month also. On the 9th we 
have the Department of Florida Commander Joe Magee, 
visiting our post for dinner.  

Don’t forget Pearl Harbor Day on the 7th, a day to 
reflect on the devastating loss to our military and their 
families and the beginning of the United States of 
America’s entry into WWII.   

 The kids Christmas party will be on the 10th 
from 1-3pm followed by the adult Christmas party on 
the 16th.  

 On the 17th we are having our Annual Santa 
Shuffleboard tournament. You must be in Santa attire to 
participate. A sign-up sheet is on the general board. 
Come join in the holiday fun.  

 We will have dinner Christmas day from 1pm 
until it all runs out.  It will be our traditional fare of 
turkey and ham with all the fixings. If you know of 
someone unable to have a holiday meal or are spending 
Christmas by themselves please bring them to the legion 
with you, as this day is Open House.  

On New Year's Eve, the post will ring in the New 
Year with, the band Spektra.  We are also having Bring-
a-Dish for life support and you might be able to see the 
ball drop and safely make it home! Always remember 
that AAA’s tow to go program will assist you to arrive 
home safely if you have had too much that evening 
There phone # is 855-286-9246. 

Remember on New Year’s Day we will have the 
traditional Bloody Mary breakfast from 830am till 
11am.   

On the 1st, make sure your membership cards are 
up to date and on your person. As per our by-laws, 
people who are delinquent in their dues cannot be 
signed in by another member. Please remember to have 
your membership cards available for presentation to 
our staff. They are not picking on any one, they are just 

doing their job per the lounge rules and operation 
posted on the bulletin board and will ask everyone to 
present their 2017 membership cards.  

If you are enjoying the new deck please remember 
we only have one bartended on duty. Return your 
classes to the bar        

To everyone I wish you all a great and save holiday 
season.  

For God & Country  
J R Welch- Post 283 Commander 

904-710-3925 
Jameswelch88@comcast.net 

   

1st Vice Report 
November is over and I hope everyone had a happy 

Thanksgiving.  December promises to be another busy 
month. 

We now have the 2017 membership cards ready for 
renewal and I would like to encourage everyone to renew 
by Jan 1 if you have not already done so.  On Jan 1 the 
bartenders will be checking your cards, and you do not 
have a 2017 membership card, you will not be served.  
You can renew with me or Nancy Senter.  You can 
contact me at jawall3@gmail.com or contact Nancy at 
mombluestar@att.net.  Leave your payment with one of 
us or put it in the Legion Box at the bar with a copy of 
your 2016 card. Your new card will be left for you to pick 
up at the bar for 5 days, after that it will be mailed to 
you. You can also go online to renew by visiting 
www.legion.org/renew, just make sure you click on Post 
283. Also, if you know of anyone who is eligible and 
might be interested in joining the post please invite them 
over to check us out!  

Membership in the American Legion as a 
Legionnaire is reserved exclusively for those who have 
served their country in time of war. The dates listed 
below are mandated by the United States Congress in 
the charter they have granted to the American Legion. 
You must have been an active member in one of the five 
branches of service (or the Merchant Marine for the 
period specified) and have an Honorable Discharge to be 
eligible to become a member.  The dates are as follows:  

 AUG 2, 1990—CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES 
OPERATION DESERTSHIELD/DESERT STORM 

 DEC. 20, 1989—JAN. 31, 1990 OPERATION JUST 
CAUSE/PANAMA  

 AUG. 24, 1982—JUL. 31, 1984 LEBANON/GRENADA  
 FEB. 28, 1961—MAY 7, 1975 VIETNAM WAR  
 JUNE 25, 1950—JAN. 31, 1955 KOREAN WAR 
 DEC. 7, 1941—DEC. 31, 1946 WORLD WAR II  
 APR. 6, 1917—NOV. 11, 1918 WORLD WAR I 
 U.S. MERCHANT MARINE — DEC. 7, 1941—AUG. 15, 

1945  
Proof of service is normally established by either a 

DD-214 showing your period of service, or an Active 
Duty ID card. The dues for this year are as follows; if you 
are 70 years old or older and have been a member of 

www.facebook.com/legion283 www.floridalegion283.org 



post 283 for 5 years or longer your dues are $29.00, for 
all others dues are $40.00. You may also mail your 
renewal to: 
 

American Legion Post 283  
Attn: Adjutant 
9549 Fort Caroline Road 
Jacksonville, FL  32225 

 
 I would like to welcome our new members to 

American Legion Post 283.  Welcome to the greatest post 
in Florida. 
 New members for November are: 
 
 BRIAN MORAN  AIR FORCE                                               
 HIGINIO GONZALES ARMY                                                
 FRED BEATTY  ARMY                                                           
 JAMES R. COWART  NAVY                                                   
 LISA ROUNDS  NAVY  
 SUE PIETRUSZA NAVY   
 LINELL FELDER NAVY  
 DENNIS CANTLON NAVY 

      For God and Country, 
Jim Wallace 

Jawall3@gmail.com 
904-210-8153  

2nd Vice Report 
Wow!  Here’s the last of 2016.  Where did the year 

go?  They say the older you get the quicker time goes by.  
I must be getting up there in years. 

As usual, our last Steak Night was awesome, having 
served just fewer than 100.  Our December Steak Night 
is on the 9th vice the 2nd to coincide with the Department 
Commander‘s Visit.  We’ll feed him a steak and show 
him how 283 gets it done. 

I want to thank everyone who volunteered, as well 
those who attended our 1st Annual Legion Fun Day.  
Although we did not have as much of a turn out as we 
would have liked, it was still a success and everyone had 
a great time.  Next time we’ll try and find a day when not 
so much is going on around Jax. 

I also want to thank everyone who helped me for the 
Veteran’s Day Open house.  We served around 120 
dinners, and everyone had a great time. 

I’d like to give special thanks to Jim and his crew 
for the fantastic Thanksgiving Meal they served up.  It 
was delicious.  A big shout out also for the volunteers on 
the Turkey Frying Team.  This is an awesome thing we 
do every year, and many people take advantage of it.  I’m 
proud about how safe and professional the team 
operates.  We should open a small business.   

Our Christmas Dinner Open House will be on the 
25th at 1:00.  Come out and enjoy a great meal with your 
Post Home friends. 

We will have a Bring-A-Dish Extravaganza for our 
New Year’s Eve Celebration.  Music will be by Spektra.  
Come ring in the New Year.  Then come back a few hours 
later for our Annual New Year’s Day Bloody Mary 
Breakfast. 

There are a couple of things I want to address.  
First, I’ve said this before.  If you want to borrow 
anything to use off Post property, LET SOMEONE 
KNOW!  Post Commander, SAL Commander, President, 
myself, etc.  Numerous times we get ready to use 
something, and it’s not there.  We have no way of 

knowing where it is.  If this continues, I will make 
everything be signed for, and we will remove the key 
from behind the bar.  Only certain people would then 
have access - an inconvenience to everyone. 

Lastly, WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS FOR THE 
LEGION.  When I was preparing the Veteran’s Day meal, 
I was thinking “I don’t know what I’d do without all of 
this awesome help”.  However, I realized I was the ONLY 
Legionnaire helping.  Everyone else was AUX members.  
And this is very much a Legion event.  However it is a 
great example of how our family works together.  There 
are some Legionnaires that step up, but not nearly as 
many as should considering how many members the 
Legion has.  Please, if you are able and have some extra 
time, please step up.  A few people can’t be expected to 
do it all.  I understand we have members who have done 
plenty in years past, and they deserve to take a step 
back and enjoy the Post.  If you are able, but choose not 
to go to meetings or volunteer to help on any event, 
that’s fine too.  The bar will gladly sell your refreshments 
to you.  However, please remember that the only way you 
can voice your opinion concerning how things are ran 
and decisions made is to go to the meetings and get 
involved. 

Wishing you and yours a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!  

For God and Country! 
Jeff Lafferty 

Post 283 2nd Vice Commander 
2ndvice@floridalegion283.org 

 
3rd Vice Report 

First of all I would like to express my thanks to the 
American Legion Post 283 for letting me ride on the 
American Legion float for the Veteran’s Day Parade. It 
was so humbling to have my uniform on again and was 
so proud that so many people came out for the parade to 
thank all the veteran’s. I hope everyone enjoyed the 
parade as much as I did. I loved listening to the 
Veteran’s stories and I enjoyed their company. Also, 
thanks to the American Legion and the volunteers for 
making lunch after the parade it was great! 

     I hope that everyone had a great Thanksgiving 
and I hope your Christmas goes well also.  

     First Coast JROTC has been helping on Friday 
night dinners in an outstanding manner. They are very 
respectful and they love volunteering at our Post. 

     The Legion approved in the general 
membership meeting for 5 delegates to attend 
Boys State in the summer of 2017. The Boys 
and Girls State is one of the premier Legion 
Programs. It is an honor for the boys to attend. 
The parents are very excited when their sons get 
selected. 

     I have been invited by First Coast 
JROTC to go to there inspections and other 
programs that they do. It will be exciting to see 
what they do. The JROTC Program is great for 
the kids it turns their life around. 



Jaguar Game Schedule 
 Dec. 4 - Jags host Broncos – 1:00 - Wings 
 Dec. 11 – Jags host Vikings – 1:00 - Nachos 
 Dec. 18 – Jags @ Texans – 1:00 – Wing 
 Dec. 24 – Jags host Titans – 1:00 Nachos 

 

     The Legion also approved for one person to go to 
the Florida Trooper Program. It will be for one week. The 
girl we sent last year said she loved it and wants to go 
again this year. 

      Again, all units please let me know 
ASAP if you need help in the kitchen so I can get 
JROTC to help. 

                                                   MARTHA NELSON 
                                         3RD VICE, POST 283                                                     

sgmmartha@hotmail.com                                                                                                                     
                                304-790-2988 

FOR GOD & COUNTRY                                                                                          
 

Auxiliary President’s Report 
Happy Holidays. November proved 

to be a busy month all around. Our 
annual bake sale was held on 
November 20 to coincide with our Blood 
Drive and SAL breakfast. Thank you to 
all who donated baked goods for this 
fundraiser. Total blood donations will 

be in the January newsletter. 
There is a lot going on in December. Starting on the 

10, we have a PJ Breakfast fundraiser. Come in your pj's 
and then make sure your child is signed up for the 
Children's Christmas party after the breakfast. There will 
be a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus and the kids 
absolutely love this party. So make sure that your 
children are signed up for the party so that we know how 
many will be attending.  

December 11 is 5th District meeting at Unit 129, 
Jacksonville Beach starting at 2pm. Our next monthly 
meeting is Dec 14, with executive committee at 6:30 and 
general membership at 7. If you want to know what is 
going on within the unit, please be at this meeting.  

December 16, Adult Christmas Party, December 25, 
Christmas Day dinner, 29, Bingo dinner, and of course 
our New Years Eve party on the 31. Please bring a dish 
for this end of year party. We always have a great time. 

I want to thank Ms. Shirley Fraser, Department of 
Florida UD&R chairman for driving 1 1/2 hours to 
attend our November meeting. She was there to give us 
some direction and insight. She has a wealth of 
knowledge and the information she gave to us was 
welcomed. There is a lot going on within the unit over 
the next few months, so please attend the meetings so 
that there are no questions unanswered.  

Membership is still coming along and we are getting 
renewals almost every day. Ladies, for those that do not 
get the weekly blast or this newsletter by email, let me 
make you aware that you do not HAVE to wait for that 
paper renewal notice to come in the mail to renew. 
Renewals start every year in July. There are 3 ways you 
can renew. Drop off your dues at the post, mail them to 
PO Box 8533 Jacksonville, Fl 32239 or go online to 
alaforveterans.org to renew. You can set up an account 
online and then renew. It is very easy. If more renew 
online, we will be at our 100% membership in no time. 
Please do not wait until you have that little piece of 
paper to renew. Remember also that after January 31, 
2017, you are considered late and will not be able to 
come into the post or have anyone sign you in. Let's get 
the membership to 100% by December 31.  Also know 
that we have already signed up over 25 new members. 
Way to go. 

One last note, we are always wanting our members 
to be involved in different areas of our auxiliary. Please 
think about what you would like to do to volunteer and 
make this Unit the best it can be. 

Have a great Holiday Season. 
Beth Fullwood 

 

Legion Rider Director’s Report 
Good News all around, 
  Hello riders and fellow post family 

members. The Round Rodin rides 
through out October resulted in a large 
turnout. Lots of miles and hours and 
money raised. October flew by fast and 
November has been just as busy. After 
the meeting on November 5th, the Riders 

rode to the Five Star Veterans Center and presented a 
donation from the September poker run for $25,200.03. 
Our support to date is just over $76,000.00. We have 
already started to plan our 10th annual poker run and 
will be continuing to support the Five Star Veterans 
Center. We’ll strive to break the $100,000.00 mark.  At 
the November 5th meeting the Riders presented the 
October dinner proceeds and added donation to the Post 
Commander, Jim Welch totaling just over $2000.00 to 
be used for the deck project.  

In November, the Riders participated and supported,  

 Post 283 Family fun day  
 Veterans Day Parade at downtown Jacksonville   
 Post 54’s Toys for Tots, poker run 
 19th Street Charities Toys for Tots. Poker run 
 Wreaths Across America chili cook off , at 

Adamac of OP  
 ALR 5th District at Post 202 
 Fall Conference in Orlando 

In December, the 5th District Legion Riders with 
other veteran groups, will Escort the Marine convoy to 
the Beaches for 19th Street Charities Toys for Tots 
12/3. The Wreaths escort out to JNC for Wreaths 
across America 12/17 and Chapter 283 will escort 
Santa and Mrs. Claus from the North Pole to the 
Children Christmas Party at post on 12/10. 

Just a heads up! ALR Department of Florida has 
chosen the 5th district to host the state ALR Rally. Our 
post is going to be involved in a big way. We will host 
the event with an estimated 400 to 1000 participants. 
This happens the first weekend in March 2017 at the 
end of the Instate Legacy Ride and will last 3 days. It 
will be another big event for the Post Family. The first 
ALR Summit will happen in January at Dept. 

As you can see, it’s a great time to be an American 
Legion Rider. Stay a member, get renewed. The miles, 
hours and fun add up to great things.  

Thank you all,  Merry Christmas Everyone! 
Rodney Fullwood Jr. 

Chapter Director 283



LOOK FOR US ON-LINE AT WWW.FLORIDALEGION283.ORG AND WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LEGION283 

 
 

 

                 

                                                                                                                                                                               

American Legion 
Post 283 

December 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS FOR 
THESE UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

PLAN AHEAD FOR 
THE ANNUAL 
MARDI GRAS 

PARTY 
MARCH  10, 2017 

***SEE THE 
JAG’S 

SCHEDULE IN 
THE INFO BOX 
ON PAGE 3 *** 

 
  
 
 
 

1   
AUX SHEPARD’S 

PIE 
 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

2 
SAL FISH 
DINNER 
6 – 7:30 

 
LYONS 

3   
ALR MEETING 9AM 

 
 

BRISTOL 
KARAOKE 

4 
SAL BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 
 

5 
 

6 
  SAL PIZZA 
6 – 7:30 PM 

 
HARRY’S TRIVIA 

7-9 PM 

7 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS  
PEARL HBR DAY 

SAL MEETING 
7PM  

 

8    
SOFBALL BEEF 
STROGANOFF 

 
BINGO BEGINS 

AT 6:30PM 

9 
LEGION STEAK 

NIGHT 
6 – 7:30 

DEPT CMDR VISIT 
MIDLIFE CRISIS 

10 
AUX PJ 

BREAKFAST 8 - 11 
NASCAR 5 – ‘TIL 
JIMBO & DEBBIE 

KARAOKE 

11   
5TH DISTRICT 

MEETINGS POST 
129 

LEGION – 2:00 
AUX – 2:00 
ALR – 12:30 

 

12 
LEGION             

MEETINGS 
EXEC 6:30 PM 
GENERAL 7PM 

13 
SAL BACON  

CHEESEBURGERS 
6 – 7:30 PM 

 
HARRY’S TRIVIA 

7-9 PM 

14 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 
AUX MEETINGS 
EXEC – 6:30PM 

GENERAL – 7PM 
 

15 
DISASTER PREP 

TATER TOT 
CASSEROLE 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

16 
ADULT 

CHRISTMAS 
PARTY HEAVY 

HORS D 
OVUEVRES 

GUITAR RED 
 

17    
 
 
 

BRISTOL 
KARAOKE 

18 
SAL BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 
 

19 
 

20 
  SAL PIZZA 
6 – 7:30 PM  

 
HARRY’S TRIVIA 

7-9 PM 

21 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 

 

22 
SOFTBALL CHILI 

DOGS 
 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

23 
LEGION 

SALISBURY 
STEAK 

 
DOUBLEDOWN 

24 
 

 
 

 
 

NO KARAOKE 

25 
CHRISTMAS 

DINNER  
OPENHOUSE 

1:00PM 
 

26 
 

27 
DISASTER PREP 

KING RANCH 
CHICKEN 

 
HARRY’S TRIVIA 

7-9 PM 

28 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 
 

29 
AUX BAKED ZITI 

BY MARI 
 
 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

30 
ALR STUFFED 
PEPPERS BY 

RICK & BRENDA 
 

BAND ON 
THERUN 

31 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 

BRING-A-DISH 
EXTRAVAGANZA 

BAND 8 – 1 
 

SPEKTRA 


