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Commander’s Report 

Hope everyone had a wonderful 
holiday season. We are off to a great 
start this year. I would like to thank 
all of our Legion family volunteers, 
you are the ones who make Post 283 
the best American Legion Post in 
Florida. 

January was an outstanding month we rang in 
the New Year. Had a calendar full of events. Started 
the month with the Bloody Mary Breakfast. Then we 
hosted our quarterly Blood Drive on the 15th.   And 
ended the month with the SAL Oyster Roast. Great 
job everyone!! 

February’s events start with the four Chaplin’s 
ceremony on the 5th at 2 p. m. at Post 197. 

Also on the 5th we will be having Super Bowl 
bring a dish at our post, so come out and enjoy some 
football, friends and good food.  

 The 10th is the Auxiliary’s Valentine Day Dinner 
with some lucky person wining a Basket of cheer, 
tickets are available from any Auxiliary member. On 
the 12th     is the 5th District Meeting at Post 233 at 2 
p. m.  

We will be Hosting the 5th District,   membership 
drive effort at our post on February 9th – 11th. If you 
would like to volunteer let me know it would be 
greatly appreciated. 

On the morning of the 25th we are having a 
Legion cleanup day that will start around 8 a.m.  We 
are in need of support from all our Legion family, so 
any and all who can come out and make our Legion 
beautiful it would be greatly appreciated.  

1 June is the cutoff date for Reservations to the 
99th Annual Department of Florida American Legion 
Convention at the Orlando World Center Marriott 
from June 29-2 July. The phone number is (407) 
239-4200. For more information go to the Legion web 
site. 

It’s that time of the year for Election 
nominations. Nominations will be on March 6th, April 
10th, and May 8th at the general membership 
meetings. Elections will be on May 13th 7 a. m. till 7 
p. m. all you need to do is stop by the Post with your 
2017 card to vote.  

The March Legion meeting will be on the 6th 
due to conflicting schedules. Thank you for all 
your support! 

  For God & Country  
Jim Welch Post 283 Commander 

Cell: 904-710-3925  
FloridaLegion283.org    

 

1st Vice Report 
January is already gone and February is already 

here.  I hope everyone had a safe and fun New Year’s 
Eve. 

 We are now at about 78% on our 2017 
membership renewals.  I want to encourage everyone to 
renew if you have not already done so.  As most of you 
know, on Jan 1 the bartenders started checking your 
cards, and if you do not have a 2017 membership card, 
you will not be served.  You can renew with me or Nancy 
Senter.  You can contact me at jawall3@gmail.com or 
contact Nancy at mombluestar@att.net.  Leave your 
payment with one of us or put it in the Legion Box at the 
bar with a copy of your 2016 card. Your new card will be 
left for you to pick up at the bar for 5 days, after that it 
will be mailed to you. You can also go online to renew by 
visiting www.legion.org/renew, just make sure you click 
on Post 283. Also, if you know of anyone who is eligible 
and might be interested in joining the post please invite 
them over to check us out!  

Membership in the American Legion as a 
Legionnaire is reserved exclusively for those who have 
served their country in time of war. The dates listed 
below are mandated by the United States Congress in 
the charter they have granted to the American Legion. 
You must have been an active member in one of the five 
branches of service (or the Merchant Marine for the 
period specified) and have an Honorable Discharge to be 
eligible to become a member.  The dates are as follows:  
 AUG 2, 1990—CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES 

OPERATION DESERTSHIELD/DESERT STORM 
 DEC. 20, 1989—JAN. 31, 1990 OPERATION JUST 

CAUSE/PANAMA  
 AUG. 24, 1982—JUL. 31, 1984 

LEBANON/GRENADA  
 FEB. 28, 1961—MAY 7, 1975 VIETNAM WAR  
 JUNE 25, 1950—JAN. 31, 1955 KOREAN WAR 
 DEC. 7, 1941—DEC. 31, 1946 WORLD WAR II  
 APR. 6, 1917—NOV. 11, 1918 WORLD WAR I 
 U.S. MERCHANT MARINE — DEC. 7, 1941—AUG. 

15, 1945  
Proof of service is normally established by either a 

DD-214 showing your period of service, or an Active 
Duty ID card. The dues for this year are as follows; if you 
are 70 years old or older and have been a member of 
post 283 for 5 years or longer your dues are $29.00, for 
all others dues are $40.00. You may also mail your 
renewal to: 

 
American Legion Post 283  
Attn: Adjutant 
9549 Fort Caroline Road 
Jacksonville, FL  32225 
 I would like to welcome our new members to 

American Legion Post 283.  Welcome to the greatest post 
in Florida. 

www.facebook.com/legion283 www.floridalegion283.org 



 New members for November are: 
 
 GREGORY REYES ARMY 
 HALEY PIKE  NAVY (AD) 
 STEPHEN JOHNSON NAVY (AD) 
 DENNIS EVANS  NAVY 
 ROBERT W HIGGINBOTHAM MARINES 
 Transfers are:  
 CLIFTON ROBERTS NAVY/POST 129 
 LUIS DIAZ-RODRIGUEZ AIR FORCE/POST 129 
 JAMES CAREY  NAVY/POST 348 
 CHRIS MARTIN  NAVY/POST 400 

  
For God and Country, 

Jim Wallace 
Jawall3@gmail.com 

904-210-8153 

 

2nd Vice Report 
We’re well into the New Year now, and we continue 

to stay busy as always.  I want to start by thanking all of 
the people who volunteer for all of the meals.  Our Post 
is so awesome about working together as a family.  
Without that, we could not pull off so many amazing 
meals.  If you want to witness this, look around on steak 
night.  You’ll see volunteers from all of our groups 
working together.  That’s why we’re able to do it, as all of 
you know that our Legionnaire participation is limited. 

Our steak night continues to be a hit, normally 
serving close to 100 steaks each time.  The next steak 
night is February 6th. 

Take a look at the calendar at all of the awesome 
meals planned for this month.  A couple I’d like to point 
out.  First, February 10th is the annual Auxiliary 
Valentine’s Day Cornish Hen dinner.  It’s always a hit, so 
get there early so there will still be a baby bird waiting 
on you!  The other meal I’d like to bring up is on the 
14th; Tuesday evening.  It will be wings by DNA Wings.  
Dex and Angie donate the wings, cook them, and serve 
them.  This is at NO COST to the Post, allowing us to use 
all of the donation money for our Charity Account.  And 
by the way, their wings are awesome.  So come out and 
enjoy, and please tell them THANK YOU. 

As a reminder, the Hall will be closed on the 15th for 
remodeling.  

As most of you know, Ken has been out for a while, 
and Peggy has stepped in to help us fill his shoes until 
his return.  She’s done a great job, but we are also 
looking forward to having Ken back, which should be 
happening soon.  Along with that, we have discussed 
and better refined who is responsible for what.  There 
are certain responsibilities for those using the kitchen.  
Don’t leave everything for the Cleaning Company or the 
Kitchen Manager.  If you are not sure what needs to be 
done AFTER EACH MEAL, there is a list hanging from 
the shelf under the TV in the kitchen.  If you are in 

charge of a meal, please take a look at this and make 
sure everything is done. 

Everyone have a great February, and I’ll see you 
throughout the month at mealtime! 

For God and Country! 
Jeff Lafferty 

Post 283 2nd Vice Commander 
2ndvice@floridalegion283.org 

 
3rd Vice Report 

       Happy Valentine’s Day to everyone!!  
Things are getting busy which is awesome. Here are 

the things I am working on: 
BOY’S STATE 

I received all the paperwork needed for Boy’s State, 
so now I can start the interviews. This is a very special 
program to me. This program will help the selected 
Delegate’s to develop civic leadership and pride in 
American Citizenship, to arouse a keen interest in the 
detailed study of our government, and to develop in our 
citizen’s a determination to maintain our form of 
government. This will be done by primarily bringing 
them to the realization of how great it is to be an 
American, to include a sense of individual obligation to 
the Community, State and Nation, and finally to 
safeguard, transmit to posterity the principles of Justice, 
Freedom and Democracy. It is a one week course where 
5 Delegates are selected who are High School Juniors to 
attend where they will also be responsible develop a 
better perspective of the practical operation of 
government and to show that the individual is 
responsible for the character and success of his 
government. To see the young men leave to Tallahassee 
and then see them return is astonishing. If you know 
someone who can qualify for the program please let me 
know. 

JROTC FOR DINNERS 
Again, if you are in need of help for your dinners 

please let me know ASAP so that I can get the JROTC 
students to help. First Coast JROTC has been doing a 
great job at the American legion. I am so proud of them!! 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
The teacher of the year has been selected and will 

put it in the newsletter probably in March. She is well 
deserving of this honor. 

THE HIGHWAY PATROL TROOPER PROGRAM 
The Highway Patrol Trooper Program will be again 

in July. The Trooper program sent the Commander a 
letter stating what an outstanding person she was and 
that they would like to have her back again this year. 
She is very excited to be attending again this year. 

VOLUNTEERING WITH VETERANS 
On the 10th of January I was invited by Cheryl 

LaBarge and Sylvia to help out at the American Legion to 
help out with veterans from the VA Mental Health Unit. 
They had popcorn, drinks, hamburgers that were cooked 
by Trey and Dale and they also watched a movie. It was 
a great time. Thank you so much for inviting me, it was 
an honor. 

JROTC CADET OF THE YEAR   
The JROTC Cadet of the year is still being selected. 

The Commanders are still selecting their Cadet since 
they have some really good candidates this year. 

 
 



COOKING A DINNER 
I would like to cook at dinner at the American 

Legion but all Friday nights are already booked. If 
anyone on Trivia or Bingo Night does not want to cook 
please let me know. 

Thanks for letting me be 3rd Vice. I really love my 
job.      

                                                   MARTHA NELSON 
                                         3RD VICE, POST 283                                                     

sgmmartha@hotmail.com                                                                                                                     
                                304-790-2988 

FOR GOD & COUNTRY                                                                                          
 
 

Auxiliary President’s Report 

Now that 2017 is here Unit 283 is 
looking forward to February and all 
that it brings.  We have received many 
nice donations to the Valentine’s 
Basket of Cheer.  Thanks to all who 
donated!  Tickets will be sold right up 
until the drawing on February 10th at 

the Auxiliary Valentine’s Dinner.   
We had a successful January serving two Bingo 

meals, one Friday night meal, and one Trivia meal.  We 
hosted the Auxiliary Basic Concept School on the 28th 
which provided valuable information about Auxiliary 
programs. We welcomed new members: Maria Brouilette, 
Julee Elkins, Sally Goodale, Vanessa Johnson, Lori 
McDonald, Carol Wise and transferred member: Martha 
Diaz-Rodriguez.  We are glad to have you! 

A BIG SHOUT OUT to the Post Commander Jim 
Welch and bartender Jean for the new table cloths and 
to Tonya Seymor for the beautiful Valentine’s table décor 
- THANKS! 

This month’s events include two Bingo meals on the 
2nd and 16th. The Valentine’s Dinner will be on Friday 
the 10th. We start serving at 6:00 pm. Arrive early and 
bring your sweetheart for a delicious Cornish Game Hen 
meal, then stay and enjoy the band. Sunday, February 
5th is the 4 Chaplains’ Memorial at Post 197 at 2:00pm. 
This beautiful event honors the 4 who died so that 
others might live. The Fifth District meeting is Sunday, 
February 12th at 2:00 at Post 233 Palm Valley.  All 
members are encouraged to participate in these events. 
Roll up your sleeves and help out or just enjoy the event! 

Come to the next meeting on Wednesday, February 
8th at 7:00 pm so that you can be a part of planning 
future events! 

Thanks for all that you do! 
For God and Country, 

Michelle Mohilchock, Auxiliary President  
 

 
 

Legion Rider Director’s Report 
Riders and Friends, 
The Riders have plenty of things 

going on. The 1st annual ALR Summit in 
Cocoa Beach was held in January. 
Chapter 283 was represented by The 
Director, Assistant Director, Treasurer 
and Membership Officers. Topics of the 

summit included, the SOP, Leadership Training, Meeting 

protocols, Volunteer tracking and much more.  
February 4th is our General meeting at 0900. We 

have averaged 45 members at each meeting this year so 
far, this is where our plans are made for our activities. 
Memberships renewed and our miles and hours 
reported. The American Legion Rider program has 
become the largest outreach to the community that the 
Legion has established to date. Just in Florida alone 
there are over 1500 members and our chapter is the 
largest in the 5th district. Great work riders! 

Fisher House in Gainesville where our Veteran 
families receive care will benefit from Chapter 233’s fun 
run on the 18th. 283 riders have donated and will 
support this event.  

Get ready for a Chili….Cook off! Enter your best 
recipe and win $100. February 24th is Red Shirt Rider 
Friday. Come eat chili and enjoy some music and 
friends. Sign up on the rider’s bulletin board.        

Post 283 will host the State Rally the First weekend 
in March. Riders from all over the state are invited to 
attend. We will be promoting and building this event 
over the next few months. Chapters around the district 
will be involved in the planning and execution of the 
event. The event will include, breakfast on Saturday and 
Sunday, our world famous Ribs, chicken and pork BBQ 
on Saturday and music from DCMS, Spring Park Legion 
Band and more. All proceeds from the Rally will go to 
COTA. 

  We have already started to plan for our 10th 
annual poker run in September. We have sponsor letters 
ready for this year. If your Business or employer needs 
one let me know. We will be supporting the Five Star 
Veterans Center. We have seen our efforts at work and 
are pleased with the programs and their leadership.  

  If you haven’t yet renewed your membership, it’s 
not too late. Attend your post meetings, Legion, SAL and 
Auxiliary and then the Riders. 

   Ride well, Ride Safe! 
     Rodney Fullwood Jr. 

      Director, Chapter 283 
 
 
 

 

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR!! 
THE ANNUAL MARDI 

GRAS PARTY WIL BE ON 
MARCH 10, 2017



LOOK FOR US ON-LINE AT WWW.FLORIDALEGION283.ORG AND WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LEGION283 

 
 

 

                 

                                                                                                                                                                               

American Legion 
Post 283 

February 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS FOR 
THESE UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

  
 

1 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS  
 

SAL MEETING 
7PM  

 

2 
AUX SAUSAGE 

DOGS 
 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

3 
LEGION STEAK 

NIGHT 
6 – 7:30 

 BAND ON THE 
RUN 

4 
ALR MEETING 9AM 

 
 

BRISTOL 
KARAOKE 

5 
SUPER BOWL 
BRING A DISH 

PARTY 
 

6 
 

7 
   SAL PIZZA 
6 – 7:30 PM 

 
HARRY’S TRIVIA 

7-9 PM 

8 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 
AUX MEETINGS 
EXEC – 6:30PM 

GENERAL – 7PM 
 

9   
SOFTBALL 
CHICKEN 

CASSEROLE 
BINGO BEGINS 

AT 6:30PM 

10     AUX 
VALENTINE’S 
CORNISH HENS 

6 – 7:30 
BLACK CREEK 

RISEN 

11 
 
 
 

JIMBO & DEBBIE 
KARAOKE 

12SAL BREAKFAST 
8:30 – 11:00 

5TH DIST MEETINGS  
POST 233 

LEGION & AUX – 
2:00 

ALR- 12:30 
 

13 
LEGION             

MEETINGS 
EXEC 6:30 PM 
GENERAL 7PM 

14 
VALENTINE’S DAY 
WINGS BY DNA 

6 – 7:30 PM 
 

HARRY’S TRIVIA 
7-9 PM 

15 
 

HALL CLOSED 
FOR 

REMODELING 
 
 

16 
AUX SPAGHETTI 

& MEATBALLS 
 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

17 
SAL/DISASTER 
PREP HARRY’S 

PHILLY 
CHEESESTEAK 

 
SIDEWALK 65 

 

18  
 
 
 

BRISTOL 
KARAOKE 

19 
 
 

20 
PRESIDENT’S 

DAY 

21 
SAL PIZZA 
6 – 7:30 PM 

 
HARRY’S TRIVIA 

7-9 PM 

22 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 

 

23 
SOFTBALL 
BAKED ZITI 

 
BINGO BEGINS 

AT 6:30PM 

24 
ALR ANNUAL 

CHILI COOK-OFF 
6 - 7:30 

 
GUITAR RED 

25 
 

 
POST CLEANUP 8 AM 

 
JIMBO & DEBBIE 

KARAOKE 

26 
SAL BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 

27 
 

28 
MARDI GRAS 

DISASTER PREP 
SAUSAGE DOGS 

 
HARRY’S TRIVIA 

7-9 PM 

 

 

 
 

 
 


