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Commander’s Report 

What a great start to the New 
Year. We had a calendar full of events 
last month. February 3rd started it off 
with the Steak dinner, on the 5th we 
had a HUGE turnout for Super Bowl 
51, it was bring a dish, which was a 
huge success! Thank you to everyone 

who supported the Bring a dish, all the food was 
Awesome. On the 10th the Auxiliary had a wonderful 
Valentine’s dinner. We ended the month with the ALR 
Annual Chili Cook off.  

I would like to thank all the Members who 
volunteered their time and energy, to help with all the 
Projects this month. I’m sending out a special thank you 
to Regency Home Depot, and their employees, who 
volunteered their time and material, to paint and 
remodel the dining hall and kitchen. They added new 
crown and chair molding, ceiling fans and ovens for the 
kitchen. We painted the outside of the post, and built a 
lean to with deck out back. The post look great, everyone 
did an outstanding job!! 

March’s events start with the American Legion 
Riders State Rally. On the 2nd, there is a meet and greet 
at Post 129. On Friday the 3rd we have a ride the 
Daytona loop followed by a Legion Steak Dinner and 
Band here. Saturday the 4th Breakfast here followed by a 
ride of your choice of three separate routes which will 
conclude with BBQ, chip, toss, shoot event, and a Live 
band (Don’t’ Call Me Shirley) with an outside bar.  

 Mardi Gras dinner, which is always a great time, is 
the 10th. Our Quarterly Blood drive is the 12th stop by. 
When you give the gift of life, your Sons of the Legion 
Breakfast is free.  The American Legion’s Birthday is the 
15th and Auxiliary’s St. Patrick’s Day dinner is the 17th.    

Registration is now open for the 99th Annual 
Department of Florida American Legion Convention at 
the Orlando World center Marriott from June 29- July 
2nd. The phone number is (407) 351-5555. For more 
information go to the Legion web site. 

It’s that time of the year for Election nominations. 
Nominations will be on March 6th, April 10th and May 1st 

at the general membership meetings. Elections will be on 
May 13th. Thank you for all your support! 

The March Legion meeting will be on the 6th due 
to conflicting schedules. Thank you for all your 
support! 

For God and Country 
Jim Welch Post 283 Commander 

Cell: 904-710-3925 FloridaLegion283.org 
 

    

 

1st Vice Report 
Another month has gone by and March is already 

here.    
I want to encourage everyone to renew if you have 

not already done so.  Membership renewal is still 
ongoing so if you have not renewed, please do so. You 
can renew with me or Nancy Senter.  You can contact 
me at jawall3@gmail.com or contact Nancy at 
mombluestar@att.net.  Leave your payment with one of 
us or put it in the Legion Box at the bar with a copy of 
your 2016 card. Your new card will be left for you to pick 
up at the bar for 5 days, after that it will be mailed to 
you. You can also go online to renew by visiting 
www.legion.org/renew, just make sure you click on Post 
283. Also, if you know of anyone who is eligible and 
might be interested in joining the post please invite them 
over to check us out!  

Membership in the American Legion as a 
Legionnaire is reserved exclusively for those who have 
served their country in time of war. The dates listed 
below are mandated by the United States Congress in 
the charter they have granted to the American Legion. 
You must have been an active member in one of the five 
branches of service (or the Merchant Marine for the 
period specified) and have an Honorable Discharge to be 
eligible to become a member.  The dates are as follows:  

 AUG 2, 1990—CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES 
OPERATION DESERTSHIELD/DESERT STORM 

 DEC. 20, 1989—JAN. 31, 1990 OPERATION 
JUST CAUSE/PANAMA  

 AUG. 24, 1982—JUL. 31, 1984 
LEBANON/GRENADA  

 FEB. 28, 1961—MAY 7, 1975 VIETNAM WAR  
 JUNE 25, 1950—JAN. 31, 1955 KOREAN WAR 
 DEC. 7, 1941—DEC. 31, 1946 WORLD WAR II  
 APR. 6, 1917—NOV. 11, 1918 WORLD WAR I 

 U.S. MERCHANT MARINE — DEC. 7, 1941—
AUG. 15, 1945  

Proof of service is normally established by either a 
DD-214 showing your period of service, or an Active 
Duty ID card. The dues for this year are as follows; if you 
are 70 years old or older and have been a member of 
post 283 for 5 years or longer your dues are $29.00, for 
all others dues are $40.00. You may also mail your 
renewal to: 

American Legion Post 283 
Attn: Adjutant 

9549 Fort Caroline Road 
Jacksonville, FL  32225 

I would like to welcome our new members to 
American Legion Post 283.  Welcome to the greatest post 
in Florida. 
  
 

www.facebook.com/legion283 www.floridalegion283.org 



New members for Feburary are: 
 THOMAS KERLIN  AIR FORCE 
 JOHN MITCHELL  ARMY             
 RONNNIE SNEED  ARMY 
 DEBRA NARVETT  MARINES 
 DENISE HOULTZHOUSER NAVY 
 MARY SMITH   NAVY 
 BRYAN SMITH   NAVY 
 FRANCISCO LINGAD  NAVY 
 JACK DEBREE   NAVY 
 CHARLES CRABTREE  NAVY 
 GEORGE BUNNELL  NAVY 
 Transfers are:  
 DONALD OLSON NAVY/POST 129 
 WAYNE HILDRETH NAVY/POST 400 
 DANIEL BRINSON NAVY/POST 400 
 JOHN ARMSTRONG  NAVY   

For God and Country, 
Jim Wallace 

Jawall3@gmail.com 
904-210-8153 

 

2nd Vice Report 
We’re well into the New Year now, and we continue to 

stay busy as always.  I want to start by thanking all of the 
people who volunteer for all of the meals.  Our Post is so 
awesome about working together as a family.  Without that, 
we could not pull off so many amazing meals.  If you want 
to witness this, look around on steak night.  You’ll see 
volunteers from all of our groups working together.  That’s 
why we’re able to do it, as all of you know that our 
Legionnaire participation is limited. 

Our steak night continues to be a hit, normally serving 
close to 100 steaks each time.  The next steak night is 
February 6th. 

Take a look at the calendar at all of the awesome meals 
planned for this month.  A couple I’d like to point out.  First, 
February 10th is the annual Auxiliary Valentine’s Day 
Cornish Hen dinner.  It’s always a hit, so get there early so 
there will still be a baby bird waiting on you!  The other 
meal I’d like to bring up is on the 14th; Tuesday evening.  It 
will be wings by DNA Wings.  Dex and Angie donate the 
wings, cook them, and serve them.  This is at NO COST to 
the Post, allowing us to use all of the donation money for 
our Charity Account.  And by the way, their wings are 
awesome.  So come out and enjoy, and please tell them 
THANK YOU. 

As a reminder, the Hall will be closed on the 15th for 
remodeling.  

As most of you know, Ken has been out for a while, 
and Peggy has stepped in to help us fill his shoes until his 
return.  She’s done a great job, but we are also looking 
forward to having Ken back, which should be happening 
soon.  Along with that, we have discussed and better refined 
who is responsible for what.  There are certain 
responsibilities for those using the kitchen.  Don’t leave 
everything for the Cleaning Company or the Kitchen 
Manager.  If you are not sure what needs to be done AFTER 
EACH MEAL, there is a list hanging from the shelf under 
the TV in the kitchen.  If you are in charge of a meal, please 
take a look at this and make sure everything is done. 

Everyone have a great February, and I’ll see you 
throughout the month at mealtime! 

For God and Country! 
Jeff Lafferty 

Post 283 2nd Vice Commander 
2ndvice@floridalegion283.org 

 
3rd Vice Report 

        Happy St. Patrick’s Day to everyone!!  
BOY’S STATE 

       I have already interviewed 9 young men last month 
for Boy’s State. I have selected 3 so far for Delegates. The 
5 Delegates that will be representing our Post will make 
us proud. They are very smart young men. They will be 
leaving to Tallahassee from June 18th to June 24th. The 
Boy’s that will be attending Boy’s State will be able to 
apply for the Samsung Scholarship if they are a son, 
grandson or adopted son of a war-time veteran. One 
Delegate will be chosen as the state winner who will 
compete with the other state winners from each Boys 
and Girls State Program in the nation. The state winner 
will receive a 1,100 scholarship and then be eligible for 
one of several 20,000 scholarships awarded to the 
national winners. It would be a great thing if one of our 
Boys or Girls will have the honor of winning. 

JROTC FOR DINNERS           
       I want to thank everyone that has donated money to 
First Coast JROTC to purchase a van to take on 
competitions. First Coast JROTC continues to do an 
outstanding job at our dinner’s and I am so proud of 
them and love working with them. Again, if you are in 
need of help for your dinners please  let me know ASAP 
so that I can get the JROTC students to help.  

TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
        I had in the last newsletter that I would announce 
the teacher of the year in March but it will be in the 
April’s Newsletter. She is well deserving of this honor. 

JROTC CADET OF THE YEAR  
      The JROTC Cadet of the year is still being selected. It 
will be done this month since the deadline is March 1st.  
      Again, thanks for letting me the 3rd Vice. It is such 
an honor to work with the kids in all the programs that I 
work with. I have seen so much growth and knowledge 
from the kids. They love helping and talking to our 
Veterans.           

                           For God and Country            
                                  MARTHA NELSON 

                                         3RD VICE, POST 283                                              
sgmmartha@hotmail.com                                                                                                        

                                304-790-2988 
FOR GOD & COUNTRY                  

 
SAL Report 

 
Membership is doing very well 

and as of this writing we are now at 
90.36%. I want to encourage those 
who have not renewed your dues to do 
so soon. I would like to see the 
Squadron reach 100% by end of 
March.  

Nominations for 2017-2018 Squadron Officer’s will 
begin during the Wednesday, March 1st SAL meeting 
starting at 7 PM. The second and third round of 
nominations will be held during Wednesday’s SAL 
meetings April 5th and May 3rd. Elections of officers will 
take place at the end of the May 3rd meeting. If you are 
interested in being an officer for your Squadron then I 
encourage you to throw your hat in the ring. One the 
topics they discuss at convention is that being an officer 



you need to mentor others. The other is, you need to 
mentor yourself out.  

Wednesday February 15th was the Home Depot / 
Post renovate the Hall day. We had 17 folks from the 
Regency Home Depot and numerous members from the 
Post who all joined in to take care of the various task. 
The front of the building was repainted. Jim Welch and 
others built the lento on the back of the garage for stage 
storage.  New ovens and cabinets were added in the 
kitchen. The hall was repainted and crown molding, 
chair rail, new fans and ceiling lights were added. BBQ 
was served for all those in attendance. I want to caution 
all that when setting the Hall up for meetings and other 
events that you take caution not to bang tables and 
chairs against the walls and doorways. What causes 
more damage to these areas are people who “IN A RUSH” 
reset the Hall to its prior setting and bang “things” up 
against the walls. On another note, when decorating the 
hall for an event do not use two sided tape, staples, nails 
or push pins in the walls or wood work. Soon we will be 
adding hooks in various locations for hanging 
decorations. There was a lot of time and expense for the 
renovations so let’s do our best to keep it that way. On a 
special note I would like to thank Commander Jim 
Welch, Richie Sours, Eddie Carries, Danny Hill, Jim 
Wallace, Rusty, Brenda and Trey for all you did to make 
this project a success. JOB WELL DONE! 

For God & Country 
Tom Harris, Commander 

 
Auxiliary President’s Report 

Unit 283 had a very busy February! 
Our Valentines Dinner was a 

success - we sold out! A big Thanks to 
Mary Gieroc and her crew. Thanks to 
all that participated in the sales of the 
tickets for the Baskets of Cheer. A 
special thanks to Robbin Walker and 
Linda Nogle for being the Chairman of 

the Valentine’s fundraiser. The proceeds were 
$1,352.00.  

Now let's make March a good month also. Events 
include: March 2nd thru the 5th is the In-State Rally. On 
Saturday, March 3rd Patti Hill and her crew will be 
serving breakfast to State Rally attendees. On March 
11th we will hold our Girls State interviews.  

Thanks to Ella Jansen for accepting the position of 
Election Chairman.  We have chosen our Nominating 
Committee: Brenda Findley, Patti Hill and Sylvia 
Curnutte.  If you are interested in running for an office 
please get with one of them. There will also be a sign-up 
sheet on our Auxiliary bulletin board.  

DATES TO REMEMBER:  March 8th, during the 
General Meeting we will be voting on delegates for the 
State Convention in June. March 10th is the ALR Mardi 
Gras Dinner come out for a great time and wonderful 
food made by Ella and Phil Jansen. March 17th is the 
Auxiliary St. Patrick's Day party with food by Pam and 
Jim Mullay. Come on out and support your Unit and 
wear green! 

God and Country, 
Michelle Mohilchock, Auxiliary President  

 

 

Legion Rider Director’s Report 
Let’s KSU, 
      The 5th Annual State Rally is 

taking place at Post 283 March 2-5. 
This rally has been held in South 
Florida the past few years. We we’re 
honored to be asked to host this event, 
Rides and fun for Motorcycles, Games 
and Venders for none riders. Chapters 

from the 5th District have made donations, helped with 
planning, and are participating in hosting this event. 
Proceeds will benefit COTA, The Children's Organ 
Transplant Association. The Legion Family has been 
supporting this charity for a few years now. There will be 
rides on Saturday to visit our neighboring post. At our 
post we’ll have (Tom) 2Tall’s Rib and Chicken BBQ 
dinner, and music by DCMS from 4-8pm. Karaoke inside 
from 7-11pm Looks like we’re going to have warm 
weather for all the fun. 

  In February, the ALR riders performed the escort 
for the Four Chaplains Service on the Sunday the 5th. 
Put on a Chili Cook Off for their dinner night. Supported 
Chapter 233’s ride for the fisher House on the 25th. 
Escorted a fallen solider to Lake City. At the 5th District 
Meeting at Post 233 on the 12th, Chapter 283 had a great 
turn out. We reported 71,262 Miles, 7100 Hours, and 
$43,203 in Donations made to charities. We now have 
149 Members and of those members, 126 own or co-own 
motorcycles. We are continuing to grow. Renewals 
continue and we are getting new members almost 
monthly.  

  The March schedule is full. Hosting the ALR State 
Rally 2nd-5th, The Riders Marti Gras Celebration is on the 
Friday the 10th. Our General Meeting moved to the 11th 
at 0830, (Officer Nominations begin). Bike week in 
Daytona is March 10th – 19th. Camping in Ocala National 
Forest at Salt Springs, the 24th-26th. We will visit the 
VFW Retirement Village at Ft, McCoy and make a show 
of support for those that served. 

 Before you know it April will be here.  April meeting 
is on the 1st at 0900. Something special is going to 

happen on April 22 at JNC for all post members. Stay 
informed as the plans are made. Catch us on Face Book 

@, American Legion Riders Chapter 283, Arlington FL     
Rodney Fullwood Jr. 

      Director, Chapter 283 
 
 
 

 

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR!! 
THE ANNUAL MARDI 

GRAS PARTY WILL BE ON 
MARCH 10, 2017



LOOK FOR US ON-LINE AT WWW.FLORIDALEGION283.ORG AND WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LEGION283 

 
 

 

                 

                                                                                                                                                                               

American Legion 
Post 283 

March 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS FOR 
THESE UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

  
 

1 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS  
 

SAL MEETING 
7PM  

 

2 
AUX BAKED 

CHICKEN 
 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

3 
LEGION STEAK 

NIGHT 
6 – 7:30 

ROCKIN’ 
MACHINE 

4 
BREAKFAST BY 
THE AUXILIARY 

 
BRISTOL 

KARAOKE 
5 

PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST 
8:30 – 11:00 

6 
LEGION             

MEETINGS 
EXEC 6:30 PM 
GENERAL 7PM 

7 
   SAL PIZZA 
6 – 7:30 PM 

 
HARRY’S TRIVIA 

7-9 PM 

8 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 
AUX MEETINGS 
EXEC – 6:30PM 

GENERAL – 7PM 
 

9      SOFTBALL 
CHEESY 

SCALLOPED 
POTATOES 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

10      
ALR MARDI 

GRAS DINER 
6 – 7:30 

 
SPEKTRA 

11 
 

ALR MEETING 
8:30AM 

 
JIMBO & DEBBIE 

KARAOKE12  
 SAL 

BREAKFAST & 
BLOOD DRIVE  

8:30 – 11:00 
 
 

13 
 

14 
SAL BACON 

CHEESEBURGERS 
6 – 7:30 PM 

 
HARRY’S TRIVIA 

7-9 PM 

15 
 

HUMP DAY 
SNACKS 

 
 
 

16 
AUX SHEPARD’S 

PIE 
 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

17 
ST. PATRICK’S 

DAY CORNBEEF & 
CABBAGE 

 
JAX OR BETTER 
 

18  
 
 
 

BRISTOL 
KARAOKE 

19 
5TH DIST MEETINGS  

POST 194 
LEGION & AUX – 

2:00 
SAL- 12:30 

 

20 
 

21 
SAL PIZZA 
6 – 7:30 PM 

 
HARRY’S TRIVIA 

7-9 PM 

22 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 

 

23 
SOFTBALL 

CHICKEN & RICE 
 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

24 
DISASTER PREP 

STUFFED 
SHELLS 
6 - 7:30 

BACKWOOD BOYS 

25 
 

 
 
 

JIMBO & DEBBIE 
KARAOKE 

26 
SAL BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 

27 
 

28 
DISASTER PREP 

KING RANCH 
CHICKEN 

 
HARRY’S TRIVIA 

7-9 PM 

29 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 
 

30 
LEGION HAM 
TETRAZZINI 

 
BINGO BEGINS 

AT 6:30PM 

31 
SAL PANCIT & 

LUMPIA BY 
CRAIG & DIANE 

6 - 7:30 
 

4 NOW 

 
 


