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Commander’s Report 
Hope everyone had a Wonderful 

holiday season. We are off to a great start 
this year. I would like to thank all of our 
Legion family volunteers.  You are the 
ones who make Post 283 the best 
American Legion Post in Florida. 

January was an outstanding month.  
We rang in the New Year, had a calendar 

full of events, and started the month with the $2 Bloody 
Mary on the First. Then we hosted our quarterly Blood Drive 
on the 19th, and ended the month with the Legion Stuffed 
Peppers Dinner. Great job everyone!! 

February’s events start with the four Chaplin’s 
ceremony on the 2nd at 2 p. m. at Post 372. 

On the 2nd we will be having Super Bowl bring a dish at 
our post, so come out and enjoy some football, friends and 
good food.  

 The 14th is the Auxiliary’s Valentine Day Dinner with 
some lucky person wining a Basket of Cheer. Tickets are 
available from any Auxiliary member. On the 9th  is the 5th 
District Meeting at Post 250 at 2 p. m.  

We will be having a membership drive effort at our post 
on February 14th. – 16th. If you would like to volunteer let me 
know it would be greatly appreciated. 

1 June is the cutoff date for Reservations to the 
Annual Department of Florida American Legion Convention 
at the Orlando World Center Marriott from June 25-28. The 
phone number is (407) 239-4200. For more information go 
to the Legion web site. 

It’s that time of the year for Election nominations. 
Nominations will be on March 9th, April 13th, and May 11th 

at the general membership meetings. Elections will be on 
June 13th 7 a. m. till 7 p. m. all you need to do is stop by 
the Post with your 2020 card to vote. 

At the January General Membership Meeting a 
motion was made and passed to start the General 
meeting at 6:30 all Legion General Membership 
Meetings will start at 6:30 pm  

For God and Country 
Jim Welch Post 283 Commander 

Cell: 904-710-3568 
 FloridaLegion283.org 

 

1st Vice Report 
As of January 16th, our 2020 membership was at 

91.48%. However, Nancy has processed numerous cards 
since then.  Our next goal is 85% by February 6th.  

There are many ways to renew your membership.  You 
can leave your payment with me or Nancy directly.  Another 
option is to leave your payment with a copy of your 2019 
card in an envelope with your name and stating renewal for 
2020 in the LEGION box by the bar.  We will process your 
new card and mail it to you via the address we have on file 
for you.  If you want to pick it up from the lounge, simply 
write LEAVE AT BAR on the envelope.   You can go online to 
renew by visiting www.legion.org/renew but please ensure 
you click on Post 283. Another effective way to renew is 
through the mail. You can mail your dues to: 

American Legion Post 283 
Attn: Adjutant 
9549 Fort Caroline Road 
Jacksonville FL 32225. 

Nancy or I can be contacted at 
newsletterpost283@yahoo.com or 
retiredcjngnr76@gmail.com should you have any questions 
or need assistance with Legion membership.  

 As always, new members, as well as transfers, are 
welcome. If you know anyone that meets the eligibility 
criteria to join invite them out to see what we are all about. I 
can tell you from traveling around the 5th District and the 
Department we are a busy post with a lot going on. We have 
a lot to offer in ways of programs and events. 

 Membership in the American Legion as a Legionnaire 
is reserved exclusively for those that have served honorably. 
The dates listed below are mandated by the United States 
Congress in the charter they have granted the American 
Legion. You must have been an active member in one of the 
five branches of service (or the Merchant Marine for the 
period specified) and have an HONORABLE Discharge to be 
eligible to become a member. The dates are as follows: 

· April 6th 1917 - November 11th, 1918 
. December 7th, 1941 - PRESENT "Until a time later 

determined by the Federal Government ". 
Proof of service is normally established by either a DD-

214 showing your period of service, or an Active Duty ID 
card. The dues for the year are as follows; if you are 70 
years old or older and have been a member of post 283 for a 
minimum of 5 years consecutively your dues are $29.00. 
For everyone else dues are $40.00.  

We would like to WELCOME our new members to 
American Legion Post 283, who were voted in during our 
January General Meeting. Welcome to the top post in 
Florida.                                                          

New members for January are: 
John M. Slough - Air Force 
Nicholas A. Greer – Army 
Gordon Ganzini  – Army  
David K. Willard Jr – Army 
Oscar Gazzia – Marines  
William B. Brockmeyer  – Navy 
James A. Dolan – Navy 
Thomas F. Pelt – Navy 
Transfers for January are: 
Anthony (Clay) Freeborn – Air Force / Post 72 
Yvette R. Moore – Army / Post 400 
Kevin D. Coleman - Army / Post 400 
Edwin V. Rodriguez - Army/Post 233 
Thomas M. Radtke - Coast Guard  / Post 148 - VA 
Jerry Morgan - Navy/Post 400 
Joe L. Southers - Navy/Post 400 (PUFL) 
Thomas Foreman - Navy/Post 316 

For God and Country, 
Jeff Lafferty 

Post 283 1ST Vice Commander   
Squadron 283 Past Commander 

ALR 283 2nd Vice Commander 
Cell: 904-608-3433 

Retiredcjngnr76@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/legion283 www.floridalegion283.org 



 

2nd Vice Report 
I have been told by people they have no idea what the 

folds of our flag is for.   
Flag Folding 

Most Americans have seen the traditional folding of the 
American flag, at specific events, such as funerals. Have you 
ever wondered why Old Glory is folded that specific way? 
Much more than just pomp and circumstance, each of the 
13 folds holds special meaning. 
The Flag Itself 

The portion of the flag denoting honor is the canton of 
blue containing the stars representing states our veterans 
served in uniform. The field of blue dresses from left to right 
and is inverted only when draped as a funeral cloth over the 
casket of a veteran who has served our country honorably 
in uniform. In the U.S. Armed Forces, at the ceremony of 
retreat, the flag is lowered, folded in a triangle and kept 
under watch throughout the night as a tribute to our 
nation's honored dead. The next morning it is brought out 
and, at a ceremony of reveille, flown high as a symbol of 
belief in the resurrection of the body. 
Meaning Behind the 13 Folds 

The flag-folding ceremony represents the same 
religious principles on which our great country was 
originally founded. 
• The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life. 
• The second fold is a symbol of our belief in eternal life. 
• The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the 
veteran departing our ranks, and who gave a portion of his 
or her life for the defense of our country to attain peace 
throughout the world. 
• The fourth fold represents our weaker nature; as American 
citizens trusting in God, it is Him we turn to in times of 
peace, as well as in times of war, for His divine guidance. 
• The fifth fold is a tribute to our country. In the words of 
Stephen Decatur, "Our country, in dealing with other 
countries, may she always be right, but it is still our 
country, right or wrong." 
• The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our 
heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 
States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, 
one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 
for all. 
• The seventh fold is a tribute to our armed forces, for it is 
through the armed forces that we protect our country and 
our flag against all enemies, whether they be found within 
or without the boundaries of our republic. 
• The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the 
valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of 
day, and to honor our mother, for whom it flies on Mother's 
Day. 
• The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood. It has been 
through their faith, love, loyalty and devotion that has 
molded the character of the men and women who have 
made this country great. 
• The 10th fold is a tribute to father, who has also given his 
sons and daughters for the defense of our country since he 
or she was first born. 
• The 11th fold represents the lower portion of the seal of 
King David and King Solomon and glorifies the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
• The 12th fold represents an emblem of eternity and 
glorifies God the Father, the Son and Holy Ghost. 
• The 13th and last fold, when the flag is completely folded, 
the stars are uppermost, reminding us of our national 
motto, "In God We Trust." 
After the folding ceremony 

After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it has 
the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the 
soldiers who served under Gen. George Washington and the 
sailors and Marines who served under Capt. John Paul 
Jones and were followed by their comrades and shipmates 
in the U.S. Armed Forces, preserving for us the rights, 
privileges and freedoms we enjoy today.  Military.com 

Daniel Brown 
2nd Vice Commander 

 

3rd Vice Report 
As I talked about in the last newsletter, Boy’s State 

is now upon us. Our own Lena Nullwood is running it 
again this year and we have open slots for this great 
event. If you know of someone or just want more 
information please contact Lena at 
lena.nullwood@gmail.com. 

The Florida Commander’s fundraiser for this year is 
Project: VetRelief and COTA. The goal is $75K of which 
$32K has already been raised. Project Vet Relief has 
already given to numerous Vets in the Duval County 
area as I have processed their applications. It is a very 
worthwhile program that helps Vets overcome short term 
money issues.  COTA is the nation’s only fundraising 
organization solely dedicated to raising life-saving dollars 
in honor of transplant-needy children and young adults. 
100% of each contribution made to COTA in honor of 
our patients helps meet transplant-related expenses. 
COTA’s services are free to our families, and gifts to 
COTA are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law. 

The volunteer opportunities for the Legion Family is 
unlimited. Did you ever think about spending a few 
hours each month assisting other Veterans? There are 
programs that we have at the post and other programs 
outside of our family but necessary for the care and well-
being of our Vets.  Please take a moment and go to the 
web site legion.org/volunteers and read what is 
available. You might be surprised to find that little niche 
where you can help others.  

Lastly, I would like to write a little note about a 
program the Legion has which most members don’t 
know about. The American Legion Law & Order Program 
is the program that honor’s those “unsung” heroes who 
put their life on the line so that we have freedom and 
protection from harm. Yes, I am talking about the law 
officers, firefighters, EMT’s and paramedics who serve 
our community. If you have ever been to one of the great 
Sunday morning breakfasts, I am sure you have seen 
many of these great people. We can give a certificate to 
any honoree and nominate them for the National Law 
Enforcement and Firefighter of the year. If you know of 
someone please let me know.   

 For God and Country 
JP Paterson, Post 283 3rd Vice Commander  

Jpaterson44@msn.com 
(904) 710-3656 

 

SAL Report 
 Membership is currently at 72% 

with Detachments goal set at 75% by 
February 15th. I encourage those of 
you who have not renewed to do so 
now. For those of you who requested 
to have your card left at the bar there 
is a stack behind the bar that have 

not been picked up. If not done so by second week of 



February then 1st Vice Commander Val will mail them 
out. I apologize for the Tuesday night pizza not being 
done as we have been experiencing difficulty with the 
new ovens which we are in the process of getting 
resolved. So this month’s calendar will note pizza the 
first Tuesday this month as long as the ovens are 
working properly. If not bear with us until we get the 
issue resolved. The American Legion Convention will be 
held at the Marriott Orlando World Center on June 25th 
through June 28th. If you plan on attending I highly 
suggest you book your room now! The longer you wait 
the less chance you will be able to get a room. SAL 
dinner will be the third Friday this month as the 
Auxiliary will be hosting their annual Valentine Dinner 
the 14th. Please come out every other Sunday for the SAL 
breakfast and take the opportunity to greet out First 
Responders who typically attend. Check the calendar for 
dates. The SAL meetings are the first Wednesday of each 
month starting at 7 PM. I encourage all SAL members to 
attend and be a part of the discussions and the decision 
making process.  

For God & Country 
Tom Harris, Commander 

 
 

Auxiliary President’s Report 
Hello! We are excited about 

February and Valentine’s Day at Unit 
283! Mari Gierock will be cooking up her 
famous Cornish Game Hens with 
dressing for you and your Sweetheart to 
enjoy on February 14th.  Of course there 
will be a great live band so stay and 

dance the night away! We will also be raffling off baskets 
of Cheer, the winners will be drawn on Valentine’s Day 
after dinner.  Tickets are on sale now! Ask Jane, Patti, 
Megan, Chrisy or a bartender for tickets. We will sell 
tickets at every Auxiliary meal too. 

Check the calendar for other great meals and 
events! 

We are collecting nonperishable foods for hungry 
children in Arlington, please check the Auxiliary board 
for a list of what is most needed.  Every little bit helps! 

It’s about time for us to find Girls and Boys State 
Candidates.  If you know of any High School Juniors 
with good grades and leadership qualities that would 
benefit from the opportunity, please let us know! 

We are happy to welcome the following new 
members to our family; Julia Ann Morgan, Judy Colvin, 
Laura Radtke, Carolyn Halliger, Jamie Ambrose, Joann 
Campbell, Dolores Dotson, Dolores Chesser, Carolyn 
Chesser, Cynthia Dotson, Shannon Sharpe, Judy 
Johnson, Mary-Ellen Ryan. 

See you at the Post! 
For God and Country, 

Jane Lafferty, Unit President 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Legion Rider Director’s Report 
Weather wise this is starting out to 

be a great year or should I say “next 3 
month’s” to ride.  Even though I write 
this before the fact I’m sure our ride to 
Lake City was a lot of fun and very 
helpful to a brother in need. 

Reminding everyone that March, 
April and May are for nominations for new Post Officers 
for all entities, including the ALR.  I am a charter 
member and have held five different positions over the 
years, 3 of them as Director and it’s time for this rooster 
to retire and I mean it this time.  So many of you have 
great ideas and would make a great Director,Assitant 
Director, etc, so please consider running for this and 
other positions. 

2020 dues are now being collected and need to be 
paid by March 1st in order for you to remain on the 
active roster. 

ALR Dinner is 2/28 and is the annual “chili cook 
off” so start getting your recipe together and try to win 
the prize money. Speaking of Dinners, MARDI GRAS is 
coming up in March so get ready to “let the good times 
roll”  RIDE SAFE 

Phil Jansen 
ALR Director Chapter 283 

Post Service Officer Report 
On the second Wednesday of the month the North 

Florida Veterans Coalition holds it’s meeting at 6:30 pm 
at an office on Phillips Highway. This is a new group that 
is looking to fill gaps that are needed by our veterans. It 
is also a great source to find resources where you would 
least expect them. They are on Facebook and I would 
encourage you to join and check them out. You never 
know when you might be the one needing assistance.     

  Florida House bill 607 is called the Health Care 
Practitioners. This bill is important to Veterans who 
receive medical care. What this does is allow physician 
assistant or advanced practice registered nurse to 
perform specific acts without a physician supervision or 
supervisory protocol. If you have ever had a loved one in 
a nursing home and the situation arises where 
medication is needed in the middle of the night and the 
nurse is hesitant to call the doctor, you know the need 
for this law. Through your state representative I would 
hope that they would support this legislation. This will 
assist in quicker treatment for those areas where there is 
a doctor shortage and assist nursing homes in the care 
of the elderly.  

 United Way has finally heard the call that the 
211-phone system is not working. I have asked several 
Veterans to use the system and I have not heard one 
good word coming back. The United Way has piloted a 
program in Broward County called Mission United to 
replace the current 211 system.  They are now bringing 
the program to Duval County and surrounding areas. I 
hope to work with them on this program and to see it go 
online within the next 3 months. Currently hardware 
and programmers are now being assembled to start the 
process. Remember if a Veteran needs assistance please 
have them contact me. 

For God and Country 
JP Paterson, Post Service Officer 

Jpaterson44@msn.com 
(904) 710-3656 



LOOK FOR US ON-LINE AT WWW.FLORIDALEGION283.ORG AND WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LEGION283 

 
 

                 

                                                                                                                                                                               

American Legion 
Jim J. Gilleo Post 283 

 February 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS FOR 
THESE UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

 
 

 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR!! 

THE ANNUAL 
MARDI GRAS 

PARTY WILL BE 
ON MARCH 27TH 

 
 

 
 
 

1 
ALR MEETING 9:00 

 
 

BRISTOL 
KARAOKE 7PM 

2 
ALA BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 
 

3 
 

4 
SAL PIZZA 

5:30 – 7:30 PM  
 

TRIVIA 7-9 PM 

5 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 
 

SAL MEETING 
7:00 PM 

6 
ALA SLIDERS & 

SIDES 
5:30 – 7:00 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

 

7 
LEGION 

STEAK/FISH 
NIGHT  

6:00 – 7:30 
SIDEWALK 65 

8 
SHUFFLEBOARD 
TOURNAMENT 

NOON 
JIMBO & DEBBIE 
KARAOKE 7PM 

9 
SAL BREAKFAST  

8:30 – 11:00 
 

10 
LEGION             

MEETINGS 
EXEC 6:00 PM 

GENERAL 
6:30PM 

11 
SAL BACON 

CHEESEBURGERS 
6:00 – 7:30 PM 

 
TRIVIA 7-9 PM 

12    
   HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 
ALA MEETINGS 
EXEC – 6:00 PM 
GENERAL – 7PM 

 

13   
ALA FRENCH 

ONION CHICKEN 
5:30 – 7:00 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

14 
ALA CORNISH 
GAME HENS  

6 – 7:30 
 

BACKTRACKS 

15 
ALA JR. MEETING 

11 – 1PM 
 

BRISTOL 
KARAOKE 7PM 

16 
ALA  BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 
 
 

17 
 

18 
SAL MEATBALL 

SUBS 
5:30 – 7:30 PM  

 
 TRIVIA 7-9 PM 

 

19 
   HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 
SURVEY SAYS 7PM 

LEGION 
CHEESEBURGERS  

6 – 7:30 

20 
ALA ITALIAN 

NIGHT 
5:30 – 7:00 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

 

21      
SAL CORDON 

BLEU 
6 -7:30 

ROCKING 
MACHINE 

22 
ABCSCHOOL 10 AM 

 
 

JIMBO & DEBBIE 
KARAOKE 7PM 

23 

SAL BREAKFAST 
8:30 – 11:00 

 

24 
 

CUB SCOUTS 
MEETING 7:00PM 

25 
LEGION BBQ  

6 – 7:30 
TRIVIA 7-9 PM 

26 
HUMP DAY 

SNACKS 
 

27 
ALA TURKEY 
CASSEROLE 
5:30 – 7:00 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

 

28 
ALR CHILI 
COOK-OFF 

6 – 7:30 
 

DOUBLE DOWN 

29 
 
 
 

BRISTOL 
KARAOKE 7PM 


