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Commander’s Report 
Once again, I would like to start 

out by thanking everyone for having 
faith in me and reelecting me as your 
Commander of American Legion Jim 
J. Gilleo Post 283. I know we have a 
great group of Officers and they will 

continue the work that the previous Officers 
started. Just remember, my door is always open 
for input on how things could be improved! On 
July 11th, all the incoming Officers were installed 
by our mighty 5th District Officers followed by a 
meal. 

Amended Emergency Order 2020-29 does not 
prohibit an American Legion Post from operating 
the premises for other organizational purposes 
unrelated to the sale of alcoholic beverages, so we 
can be open, but we may not sell alcoholic 
beverages for on-premises consumption.  

That Amended order also included the 
following. DBPR (“the Department’’). Therefore, I 
order the following 

All vendors licensed to sell alcoholic 
beverages for consumption on the 
premises who derive more than 50% of 
gross revenue from such sales of 
alcoholic beverages shall suspend such 
sales of alcoholic beverages for 
consumption on the premises. 
 

The 2021 membership cards are here so you 
may now, renew online, by mail or you can stop by 
the Post and pick up your new membership cards. 
If you wish to pick up your card instead of waiting 
on the mail, give the bartender your renewal and 
let them know you will pick it up at the bar. 

 If you receive a Renewal notice after you 
receive your card, please disregard. The local 
Posts’ do not control the issuing of renewal 
notices, they come from a data base maintained by 
the American Legion HQ in Indianapolis, IN. All 
dues are transmitted as quickly as possible to the 
Department of Florida Membership Chairman, 
however, there will be times where our transmittal 
and renewal reminders cross in the mail. I 
apologize for any confusion this may cause. Please 
come by the post and renew your membership so 

we can invite you to the early bird dinner for 
everyone who gets their cards by November 6th. if 
you are over 70 years of age, and have 5 years 
continuous membership, your dues are $29. You 
must pay by mail or stop by the post. You will not 
be able to renew online for $29. Also due to 
changes at Department of Florida we will no longer 
be able to process Credit Cards     

Everyone stay safe I hope to see you soon.  
For God & Country                                                                                                            

All lives matter    
Jim Welch- Post 283 Commander 

        (904) 710 3568 
 

For Our Lounge Staff  

At this time, the Post is 
accepting monetary 
donations to help our out of 

work staff during the shutdown. Only checks 
or money order are being accepted at this time.  
Also please indicate in the memo section of your 
check that this is a donation for the Lounge staff. 

The mailing address for the Post Is: 
American Legion Jim J Gilleo Post 283 
PO Box 8531 
Jacksonville FL 32239 

 
1st Vice Report 

Welcome to August! I’d like to thank everyone 
that participated in Installation, I know it was a 
little different, but it was fantastic!  Also, 
Congratulations to our Legionnaire of the Year 
from Post 283 Bruce Firster!! Well Deserved! 

While we are moving through these times of 
open and shut, and who knows what tomorrow has 
for us, please keep in mind the Vets and the duties 
we must fulfill. Donations are still welcome, and 
questions are as well. Please call and ask, you do 
not have to look elsewhere for answers or take a 
guess. Call the Post.   

www.facebook.com/legion283 www.floridalegion283.org 



 

 

We have the 2021 membership cards ready 
and available for renewal. Let’s get a jump on 
membership and get your early bird stamp! I want 
to thank everyone for their hard work this year on 
membership. If you would like to renew early and 
have your 2021 early bird membership card you 
can renew with Nancy Senter or myself. If you have 
any questions you can contact Nancy or myself via 
email at membership@floridalegion283.org You can 
also go online to renew by visiting 
www.legion.org/renew, just make sure you click on 
Post 283. As a reminder, the Department of Florida 
no longer processes credit card payments for Post 
memberships.  If you wish to renew your 
membership utilizing a credit/debit card you must 
utilize legion.org/renew. Post 283 will continue to 
accept personal checks and cash as acceptable 
renewal payments.  As a reminder to our 
members who are 70 years of age or older with 
5 consecutive years of membership; the 
discount you receive for your membership dues 
are at the Post level. If you wish to pay by 
credit/debit and renew online at 
legion.org/renew you will be charged $40 not 
$29.  

Membership in the American Legion as a 
Legionnaire is reserved exclusively for those that 
have served honorably. The dates listed below are 
mandated by the United States Congress in the 
charter they have granted the American Legion. 
You must have been an active member in one of 
the five branches of service (or the Merchant 
Marine for the period specified) and have an 
HONORABLE Discharge to be eligible to become a 
member. The dates are as follows:  

- April 6th 1917 - November 11th, 1918 .  
- December 7th, 1941 – PRESENT - "Until a 

time later determined by the Federal 
Government " 

I would like to thank everyone for their hard 
work and dedication for making this post the 
greatest post in the State of Florida! 

American Legion Post 283 
Attn: Adjutant 
9459 Fort Caroline Road 
Jacksonville, FL  32225 

For God and Country, 
Rob Dovel 

1St Vice 
robert.dovel@gmail.com 

757-613-9803 
 

2nd Vice Report 
Hello Everyone, I hope you are doing as well as 

can be expected during these difficult times.  The 
Post may or may not be open when you receive 
this, so I will try to let you know what is going on. 

 

Friday night dinner menus  will depend on the 
availability of food product as well as volunteers to 
prepare, serve, and cleanup. 

Live Bingo is still planned for every Thursday 
at 6:30pm. The ALA will serve a meal starting at 
5:30. 

Trivia is suspended for now as of the writing of 
this article. 

Hump Day snacks are suspended for the time 
being.  Hopefully we can resume it in September. 

All meals and events are subject to change as 
we receive directives from American Legion 
Department of Florida. 

Although the post has been closed, operating 
expenses have to be paid.  Please visit the post 
when we are open and serving meals so that we 
may continue to raise funds for Post expenses 

Please be patient with the Post officers as we 
are trying to do what is best for Post 283 and ALL 
of our members so that we may continue to 
operate and provide a safe environment for our 
veterans to visit and enjoy the camaraderie and 
good times we are all accustomed to.   

                     I'll see you at the Post! 
Richie Sours 

2nd Vice Commander 
Jim J. Gilleo Post 283 

2ndvice@floridalegion283.org 
 

3rd Vice Report 
Hello fellow legionnaires. As your new 3rd vice 

I am looking forward to a busy great year. As I sit 
here looking at my duties, I see that I will be busy. 
I will still be the pack master for this post. While it 
has been one thing after another for us, we will be 
stronger after this. I am looking for a certified gun 
instructor. If you are certified and want to fulfill 
this, please contact me. If you have access to the 
our web site, please keep check often for I also 
plan to use it to keep you up to date on changes on 
items like blood drives and such. I am planning on 
flag retirement ceremony August 16th at 6 pm. Of 
course this depends on the weather and the 
current situation if the legion at that time.  

Daniel Brown, 3rd Vice 
 
 

SAL Report 
Even though the Post has been in shutdown 

the SAL is still processing 2021 membership cards. 
You can mail in your dues in the amount of $20.00 
to the attention of Val Maurer, 1st Vice 
Commander, American Legion Post 283, 9459 Ft. 
Caroline Road, Jacksonville, Florida 32225 and he 
will mail your card to you. Beginning in August the 
Sal will be providing Sunday morning breakfast, A 
la Carte. The menu will be limited but their will be 
plenty to put on your plate.  The Friday night meal 



 

 

will be based on food availability and what will be 
served will be posted at a later date. Check the 
calendar for dates meals will be provided. During 
this time of shutdown the Post has been absorbing 
all operating cost. (Electric, Insurance, Ground 
Maintenance, etc.)  Therefore, at this time the cost 
for providing SAL meals will be donated back to the 
Post to assist in operating cost for the Post. So 
come out and enjoy yourself and by doing so you 
are supporting the Post. The SAL will be meeting 
Wednesday, August 5th at 7 PM.  

For God & Country  
Tom Harris, Commander  

 
Auxiliary President’s Report 

Hello everyone August is here. 
We hope that everyone is safe and 
healthy as we take this journey. 

As we start our new year,  I 
would like to congratulate our new 
officers.  Carolyn Brown,  Yvette 

Moore, Elizabeth Lowy, Nancy Chandler, Linda 
Hartford, Sue Conley, Brenda Findley, Ella Jansen, 
and Molly Main. 

The post is starting to open up for Trivia, 
Bingo, breakfast and dinners which is in this 
newsletter. 

Here are some suggestions for paying your 
2021 due by.  1) Write a check to ALA 283 P. O. 
Box 8533,Jacksonville, FL 32239-0533. 2) Drop 
your dues off at the post. 3) Go online 
ALAforveterans.org. 

Also if your have changed any information like 
address, email or phone # we would like the 
update so we can pass information that is going on 
at the Auxiliary. Please email any changes to.  

Our Juniors will have their first meeting on 
August 15th, 11 - 1 in the dining room.  We will be 
Social Distancing and wearing masks. 

Carmen Roden is our VA & R chair this year.  
Carmen is looking forward to initiating some 
projects/events in the coming months, if willing.  
With everything going on she is looking out for our 
veterans.  Carmen would like to encourage our 
members to be on the look-out for DME (Durable 
Medical Equipment) supplies/equipment for our 
disabled veterans (tub benches or chairs, commode 
chairs, portable wheelchairs, etc.) 

Patti Hill is our Education Chairman this 
year.  Patti has already started with the help of the 
riders getting backpacks to fill with the supplies 
that the children will need for school.  These are 
some of the items that we collect.  Pencils, pins, 
erasers, rulers, markers, three ring binders, 
folders, sanitizer etc.   

We are looking for someone to coordinate our 
food services for the post and events. If you are 
interested let me know. 

For God and Country 
Nancy Paterson 
Unit President 

 
Legion Rider Director’s Report 

Hello Post Family,  
The riders were represented on July 
3rd at the honor escort for Walter 
Harlick at JNC. On July 11th there 
were 27 members present at the 
monthly meeting. Several riders had 

their bikes blessed by the Rider Chaplain Suzi 
Hiett after the meeting. At 1300, I was installed as 
your Director, John Lang as assistant director.  All 
other officers have not changed. July rides 
included July 18th ride to benefit Wreaths Across 
America. Our next meeting will be August 1st. At 
0900. 

Rodney Fullwood Jr. 
Chapter 283, Director 

 

Post Service Officer Report 
I have been fairly active this last month 

providing wheelchairs, walkers, and portable 
commodes. If you hear of anyone wanting to 
donate please have them contact me as the need is 
always there.     

Several questions have come up about VA care 
here in Jacksonville. With meeting your physician 
online instead of face-to-face it can be trying. So 
here are the words of wisdom I have been given, 
patience, patience and then a little more. If you are 
still having difficulty getting services please contact 
me directly.  

As a Post Service Officer, the American Legion, 
in Florida, uses the Veterans Service Officers that 
are paid by the State of Florida. However, if you are 
Facebook person like myself and need more 
information on claims you might want to join the 
Veterans Claims Assistance Group. It is free advice 
from certified VSO’s across the country and run by 
a person friend of mine. Sometimes you will see a 
question that might peak your own claim or 
something you didn’t think about. There is a great 
article in there about how the VA is thinking about 
post-pandemic plan to expand health care services 
at the local Walmart or even the Legion Post.  

Lastly I want to thank everyone who assisted 
me in helping the Vets and their families last year. 
Hopefully we can do even more this year…. 

For God and Country 
JP Paterson, Post Service Officer 

Jpaterson44@msn.com 
(904) 710-3656  



 

 

LOOK FOR US ON-LINE AT WWW.FLORIDALEGION283.ORG AND WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LEGION283 

 
 

                 

                                                                                                                                                                               

American Legion 
Jim J. Gilleo Post 283 

 August 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS FOR 
THESE UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

 CHECK OUR 
WEBSITE TO 

CONFIRM 
HOURS OF 

OPERATION 

 
 

 1 
ALR MEETING 

9AM 

2 
ALA  

AL LA CARTE 
BREAKFAST 
8:30 – 11:00 

3 4 
 

 

5 
 

SAL MEETING 
7:00 PM 

6 
ALA MEAL 
5:30 – 7:00 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

 

7 
LEGION MEAL  

6 – 7:30 
 

8 
 

9 
SAL  

AL LA CARTE 
BREAKFAST 
8:30 – 11:00 

 

10 
LEGION             

MEETINGS 
EXEC 6:00 PM 

GENERAL 
6:30PM 

11 
 

12 
ALA MEETINGS 
EXEC – 6:00 PM 

GENERAL – 7PM 

13 
ALA MEAL 
5:30 – 7:00 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

14 
SAL MEAL 

6 – 7:30 
 

 

15 
 

ALA JUNIORS 
MEETING  

11AM – 1PM 

16 
ALA  

AL LA CARTE 
BREAKFAST 
8:30 – 11:00 

 

17 18 
 

19 20 
ALA MEAL 
5:30 – 7:00 

 
BINGO BEGINS 

AT 6:30PM 
 

21 
ALA MEAL 

6 – 7:30 

22 
 
 
 

23   SAL AL LA 
CARTE BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 

24 
 

25 26 27 
ALA MEAL 
5:30 – 7:00 

 
BINGO BEGINS 

AT 6:30PM 

28 
ALR MEAL 

6 – 7:30 

29 

30  ALA AL LA 
CARTE BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 

31 


