www.facebook.com/legion283
VOL. 21, NO. 7
Commander’s Report
June is gone and we are into
summer. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone for
your support and help over the past
year
We held a Flag Retirement
ceremony at sunset on 14th of June in
observance of Flag Day. Thanks to everyone who
volunteer.
Much appreciation goes to the ladies of the
Auxiliary for their fine cooking of breakfast on
Father’s Day.
Independence Day open House will be
Observed on the 5th of July the menu will be
hamburgers and hot dogs, the festivities will
begin at 1pm till 3 pm.
Election Legion Officers took place June
12th. I would like to congratulate our new
Officers for 2021-2022 Year:
Commander Randy Whisman
1st Vice Commander JP Paterson
2nd Vice Commander Open
3rd Vice Commander Joe Johnson
Finance Officer Bill Curnutte
Sgt-at-Arms David Brown
Asst Sgt-at-Arms Michael Short
Historian Carl Ocampo
Chaplain John Hugus
Executive Committee Larry Collier, John
Sours, John Lang, Bruce Fister and Dean Altizer
Board of Directors Jim Wallace and Phil Jansen
Installation of the newly elected Officers for
2021-2022 will be held July 10th 4pm.
I would like to thank all of you for making
Post 283 the best Post in the Department of
Florida.
Come by and see all your friends.
For God and Country
Jim Welch Post 283 Commander
Cell: 904-710-3568
FloridaLegion283.org
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2nd Vice Report
Friday July 2nd, Steak Night is back. Ribeye
steak, baked potato, salad, rolls, and dessert for a
$12 donation from 6:00-7:30. Live music starts at
7pm with Black Water Swamp. Independence Day
will be celebrated on Monday, July 5th, with an
open house from 1:00-3:00. Burgers and dogs will
be served at no cost. Bristol will be providing
music. Installation of Post Officers will be on July
10th at 4pm. BBQ Ribs and Chicken will be served
immediately following the ceremonies.
Trivia Challenge every Saturday from 1-4pm.
The winner of each TapTV Trivia game will get a
FREE DRINK. If Post 283 finishes in 1st place as a
venue, the top three finishers get a free drink. It’s
free to play, just download the TapTV App on your
smartphone and join in the fun.
Survey Says is on the 21st. We will be serving
cheeseburgers & fries from 6:00-7:30. Join us for
some fun and food.
Live Bingo is going strong every Thursday at
6:30pm. The ALA serves a meal from 5:30 to 7:00.
Menus are on the calendar and web at
Floridalegion283.org.
Trivia with Jim Mullay is popular on Tuesday
nights at 7pm. Meals will be served from 6:007:30. Check the calendar or go to
Floridalegion283.org for all the menus. Karaoke
starts at 7pm every Saturday. Come on out and
join the fun. The more you drink, the better we
sound. I’ll see you at the Post!
Richie Sours
2 Vice Commander
American Legion Jim J. Gilleo Post 283
2ndvice@floridalegion283.org
nd

SAL Report
Installation of SAL Officers
will be held at the Post on July
10th, 4 PM. Your elected officers
for 2021/2022 are as follows.
Commander, Tom Harris; 1st
Vice Officer, Val Mauer; 2nd Vice
Officer, Louis Pucci; Finance Officer, Jim
Mullay; Chaplin, Johnny Quinn and Sgt. at

Arms, Bruce Firster. Congratulations,
gentleman and for stepping up.
As Commander, I look forward with your
dedication and obligation to take on your
responsibility which will make this Squadron
a complete success as it has been in the past.
I recently received a photo from a Post
Veteran which posted a picture of the deck
and wheelchair ramp built by his son’s. I want
to thank the SAL members who approved the
funds to provide the materials for this project.
Supporting our Vet’s and being involved in a
community project is one of our upmost goals.
The 2022 membership cards will be sent
to the Post early July. You can mail in your
renewal request or pay the bartender for your
new membership card. If you pay the
bartender, be sure you get a receipt for
payment. This will be your temporary card
acknowledgment until you receive your official
card. You can request the card be mailed or
leave at the bar for pickup. If you desire to
have the card mailed, make sure your current
address if changed is noted on the envelope.
Otherwise, it will be returned, and you will
have to pick it up at the bar.
As the year closes, I want to express my
thanks for all the volunteers who have worked
so diligently in support of our dinners and
programs throughout the past year. You’re so
appreciated for what you do and there are so
many of you I can’t name you all even though
I know who you are. All I can say is, JOB
WELL DONE! Thank you, thank you, thank
you!
For God & Country
Tom Harris, Commander

Auxiliary President’s Report
Happy Summer is upon us.
Hope everyone will be enjoying
the 4th of July.
In our June meeting we voted
in Debbie Long (eligible through
her brother, Shawn Conley).
Welcome to the Auxiliary.
Before I jump into what we did in June I
would like to go back to May because we had a
lot of things that were happening at the end of
May and were not able to tell you about the
success in the last newsletter.
First, Linda Nogle, our Poppy Chairman did
a fantastic job making posters, getting members

to volunteer their time on May 29th & May 30th
from 9-3 just letting the community know about
the Poppy and what it stands for. They were
able to raise $1,053.00 in just that short period
of time. A big “Thank You” goes to Linda Nogle,
Jane Burley (who co-chair), Vicki Causey, Linda
& Wayne Hartford, Sharon Thomas, Yvette
Moore, & Michael Ann Sherbourn.
Also, on May 29th we were placing flags at
two cemeteries: Arlington and Chappel Hill.
Once again, the men, women of 283, Boy
Scouts, and Sea Scouts that came out to help
was wonderful to see. I believe that people
learned something that day.
Janice Dixon our Community Service
Chairman did a wonderful job and making us
aware of the different things we could do for our
community.
Collecting food, gentle used T-shirt to
support Rethread is a “Not for Profit” to assist
rescue women from the sex slave and human
trafficking and their recovery. We also collected
clean amber pill bottles and they went to the
Humane Society along with collecting hand,
bath, and or beach towels for the sick or injured
pets. Much more was done.
Carmen Roden our V A & R Chairmen has
made us be known to almost all the Veterans
organizations out in our area. She has made
contacts to Vets4Vets, Clyde E. Lassen State
Veterans’ Nursing Home in St. Augustine, and
Lake City’s Domiciliary.
She also is getting us involved with Fort
Caroline Gardens Assisted Living Facility just
down the street from us. They are looking for
people to help with BINGO on Monday,
Wednesday, or Friday mornings from 10:00 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. If you would like to help, be a
“caller” for any of those times get a hold of
Carmen Roden. This is for these avid BINGO’s
fans.
We also had so many more Auxiliary
members that took on some events that they
have not done before and was successful. Just
think we were closed sometimes during this
pandemic and people were cautious in coming to
the post. But things are getting better and this
upcoming year will be great.
What a wonderful day to have so many
fathers and their families share with us our
“Father’s Day” breakfast. We added some new
things to the menu and was pleasantly surprised
at the reaction.
You cannot say that the auxiliary meals are
boring. Sometimes it may not be to your liking,

but we do serve the post with different meals
every month. Then with the increasing in food
prices we unfortunately need to increase our
price just a little.
On June 19, 2021, we served three hundred
families in the community with the help Farm
Share who provided the food. “THANK YOU”
everyone that helped with participating the
setting up of tables, getting the food ready,
distribution to our community. On that day we
were able to fill our heart for many families with
food. What a great turnout for this event.
For God, Country, and Veterans,
Nancy Paterson
283 Unit President

Legion Rider Director’s Report
Hello Post Family,
Welcome to the early heat of
summer. When riding, be sure to
drink plenty of water. I want to
thank all the Legionnaires, SAL,
Auxiliary and Riders that showed
up, placed flags and picked them
up during Memorial Day. Also, those who helped
with Farmshare.
I hope this month starts out better than last
month.
This past month we lost 2 brothers, Robin
Hastings and Dave "Zippy" Kline. May they ride
with the wind in heaven. My condolences to all
their family and friends. Thank you to all that
showed up for the flag lines.
Convention is this month, July 1-4th.
Remember our meeting has been moved to July
10th at 9am. Installation of officers is also that day
at 4pm. It would be great if the Riders had a large
participation at the meeting and Installation.
Congratulations to all newly elected officers.
YOUR MILES AND HOURS count:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQL
SehZDOGkBxOr_bCLW5tD7zLvW8GAf_T_quDJNvkGVa2I2SVw/v
iewform
John R Lang
Chapter Director ARL283
904-422-6690
RIDE WITH PRIDE/FOR THE CAUSE NOT
THE APPLAUSE
alr283director@gmail.com
www.alrspost283.com
Facebook @ American Legion Riders Chapter
283, Jim J Gilleo post 283

Post Service Officer Report
Seems like this may be my last article for
this post. As I move forward to taking over 1st
Vice, I only hope that someone will step up
and fill this position. It is important!
People have asked me what is involved
with the position. So here is a basic, brief
description. You don’t work claims! Yes, that
is right. We have paid Veterans Service
Officers who work for the State of Florida to do
that. We encourage the Service Officer to
understand all the basic different kinds of
claims, but when a question comes in about a
claim, I send them to an expert, a VSO.
So if you don’t do claims what then do
you do? It’s simple and extremely rewarding.
You fill the gap when the VA can not
accomplish something. For example, a Vet
can’t get a wheelchair, we provide them. A Vet
needs a deck and most important a
wheelchair ramp, I talked to SAL and they did
a great job providing. A family needs food and
they don’t know where to go, you direct them.
You provide the emergency and long-term
needs of Veterans and their families. A
Veteran passes away and the widow doesn’t
know what to do. They call and ask for help.
This is the kind of service you provide. It
normally doesn’t take a lot of lifting or
muscles, just strength to find the resources to
help the Veteran and their family out. In the
five-county area there are a lot of resources
that people don’t know about.
So, if you want more information about
the Service Officer contact me and let me
explain more. It is what you put into it that
counts and I am always there to assist. Think
about how you can help other Veterans.
For God and Country
JP Paterson, Post Service Officer
jpaterson48@gmail.com
(904) 710-3656
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Sunday
CHILDREN’S EVENT
INLCUDES FISHING,
TARGET SHOOTING
& GAMES

Monday
MARK YOUR
CALENDARS FOR
THESE UPCOMING
EVENTS

4

5

ALA BREAKFAST
8:30 – 11:00

INDEPENDENCE
DAY OPEN
HOUSE 1:00 –
3:00PM MUSIC
BY BRISTOL

11

LEGION
MEETINGS
EXEC 6:00 PM
GENERAL
6:30PM

19

18

SAL BACON
CHEESEBURGERS

6:00 – 7:30 PM

6:00 – 7:30 PM
TRIVIA 7-9 PM

25

26

SAL BREAKFAST
8:30 – 11:00

5:30 – 7:00
BINGO BEGINS
AT 6:30PM

8
SAL MEETING
6:30 PM

14
ALA MEETINGS
EXEC – 6:00 PM
GENERAL – 7PM

TRIVIA 7-9 PM

20

27
ALA GOULASH,
GARLIC BREAD &
DESSERT
6:00 – 7:30 PM
TRIVIA 7-9 PM

ALA SAUSAGE
OR TUNA

CASSEROLE & SIDES

TRIVIA 7-9 PM

13

Thursday
1

7
SAL PIZZA
5:30 – 7:30 PM

SAL MEATBALL
SUBS

ALA BREAKFAST
8:30 – 11:00

Wednesday

SALADS ON 29TH
INCLUDE CHICKEN,
GREEK, TUNA, ,
BROCCOLI, AND
SHRIMP

6

12

SAL BREAKFAST
8:30 – 11:00

Tuesday

21
SURVEY SAYS
7:00
BURGERS &
FRIES 6:00 – 7:30

28

ALA BEEF
BURRITOS & SIDES

5:30 – 7:00
BINGO BEGINS
AT 6:30PM

15
ALA BRATS, SIDE
SALAD & DESSERT
5:30 – 7:00

BINGO BEGINS
AT 6:30PM

22

Friday
2
LEGION STEAK
DINNER 6:00 –
7:30
BLACK WATER
SWAMP

9

16
ALA MAC & CHEESE
BURGERS & PIZZA
6 – 7:30
SOUTHERN SKY

23

KARAOKE 7PM
BRISTOL
INSTALLATION RIBS
& CHICKEN W/SIDES

KARAOKE 7PM
JIMBO & DEBBIE

17
CHILDREN’S
EVENT 9AM
KARAOKE 7PM
BRISTOL

24

ALR STUFFED BELL
PEPPERS

BINGO BEGINS
AT 6:30PM

ROCKING
MACHINE

ALA VARIOUS
SALADS &
DEVILED EGGS
5:30 – 7:00
BINGO BEGINS
AT 6:30PM

ALR MEETING
9AM

10

SAL PORKCHOP
CALZONES
6:00 – 7:30
JOHN TYLER
BAND

ALA JAMBALAYA,
GARLIC BREAD,
DESSERT
5:30 – 7:00

29

Saturday
3

6:00 – 7:30

30

KARAOKE 7PM
JIMBO & DEBBIE

31

ALA XMAS IN
JULY TURKEY
DINNER W/ALL
THE TRIMMINGS
6 – 7:30
BACKTRACKS

LOOK FOR US ON-LINE AT WWW.FLORIDALEGION283.ORG AND WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LEGION283

