
  
VOL. 21, NO. 10 October. 2021 

Commander’s Report 
September is gone and we 

are into Late summer. I would 
like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone for your 
support and help over the past 
few months while I get my feet 

wet. 
Much appreciation goes to the 

Volunteers that assisted for the Legion 
Steak night it was a much needed and 
welcomed by everyone. 

I would like to see more legionnaires 
help out in the kitchen so we do not have 
to rely on the SAL, AUX to assist.  They 
have their own dinners to prepare for so I 
am challenging you to come out and show 
your support while we have the meals 
planned.  It is only 2 times a month so let 
get this handled. 

On Sept 11 we retired 2570 flags I am 
very grateful to have the support of so 
many people on the National Day of 
Mourning so hats off to those that came 
and assisted. 

Now for the great news early bird will 
end on Oct 31 and this year the early bird 
dinner will be on Nov 13 and it will be a 
steak dinner with baked potato salad and 
desert so renew early and get some great 
food. 

 I would like to thank all of you for 
making Post 283 the best Post in the 
Department of Florida. 

Come by and see all your friends.  
    For God & Country  

Randy Whisman- Post 283 
Commander 

 
 

 

 

1st Vice Report 
In my last report I stated we were at 

38% membership renewal for 2022. This 
was a calculation that I made as the 
membership system was down at the time. 
Well, it was confirmed that as of 
September 9, 2021 we were at 38%. So 
how do we step this up?  

The Commander has put up the Early 
Bird Special Dinner to be November 13th of 
this year, but you must renew your 
membership by October 31st. Randy has 
put on some phenomenal dinners since 
arriving as Commander and I am sure this 
one will be no different. So sign up now 
and come enjoy a great free dinner.  

There has been some concern that as a 
Post we are allowing non-members to 
come in without a sponsor and use the 
facilities and the bar. I have actually seen 
this myself. So, in order to make our 
policy clearer there will be random checks 
at the Post. You may see a sign on the 
door that reflects 100% ID check in 
progress. Please bear with me as I hope 
this won’t be intrusive but will inform 
everyone as to the policy we have on file.  

On another note, we are disbanding 
the Facebook site American Legion Florida 
283 site. We have decided to concentrate 
on the Facebook site Legion 283 site. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/7031
73293102758 If you have not joined 
please do. We update information on a 
continues basis about events, pats on the 
back and upcoming news. So if you have 
an account please join us and learn more 
about what we are up to. If you don’t have 
a Facebook account please get one, you 
don’t have to friend anyone but keep up 
with the latest and the greatest.  

www.facebook.com/legion283 www.floridalegion283.org 



Lastly, as we move forward into the 
fall, I hope that all of you enjoy the 
services provided by the Post and take 
time to volunteer your time in anything we 
do for Veterans and their families.  

For God and Country 
JP Paterson, 1st Vice 

jpaterson48@gmail.com 
(904) 710-3656 

 
3rd Vice Report 

Thank you to everyone who came and 
assisted with our Flag Retirement 
Ceremony on 9/11.  Our next one will 
tentatively be scheduled for late October.  
Date and time to be confirmed and 
advertised both at the post and on our 
Facebook page. 

Thank you to everyone who came to 
support our Blood Drive on September 
19th.  We will be having another one soon, 
so keep a lookout for that date. 

The City of Jacksonville will be doing 
its Annual Veteran’s Day Parade on 
Thursday, November 11th at 11:01am.  We 
are looking for people to both march in the 
parade as well as drive in it.  If interested, 
please let me or the Commander know. 

We are also looking for people who are 
interested in stepping up to the various 
chairmanships at the post.  If you’re 
looking for a way to be more involved with 
the post by taking on one such as 
Americanism, Children and Youth, Boy 
Scouts, and others please reach out to the 
Commander. 

Joe Johnson, 3rd Vice 
 

 

SAL Report 
We’re getting closer to the 

end of the year and before 
you know it we’ll be at the 
end of December. If you 
haven’t already renewed your 

membership, I encourage you to do so 
now. As a reminder, come the first of the 
year the bartenders will be checking 2022 
membership cards. If you do not have 

your card in your possession nor have 
renewed your dues, you will not be served. 
Additionally, you can’t be signed in by 
another member.  

I want to thank all the SAL members 
and others within the Post for the BBQ 
cooked and served for the K-9 Line event 
held September 25th.  Job well done. There 
will be a Post grounds clean-up day, 
Saturday October 9th being the day before 
the 5th District meeting on Sunday, 
October 10th. All those that can help 
please show up and be part of the team.  

For God & Country 
Tom Harris, Commander 

 

Auxiliary President’s Report 
Happy Birthday to all the October members. 
We would like to WELCOME all the new 

members that have join our family.  In our 
September we voted in 17 new Auxiliary members.  
Wow, that is so exciting.  Kelly Ball eligible by John 
Ronsse (father), Kathryn Blythe eligible by Robert 
Blythe (husband), Gina Bryant eligible by Thomas 
Hurst Jr. (father), Juli Cahill eligible by Philip 
Cahill (husband), Suzanne Clarke eligible by John 
Scroggie (husband), Julianne Crume eligible by 
Harold Hudson (father), Emma Eccleston eligible 
by Paul Eccleston (father), Mary Gajnos eligible by 
Michael Gajnos (husband), Patricia Johnson 
eligible by Maurice Johnson (husband), Deborah 
Lamb eligible by Richard Jansen (father), Karen 
Perry eligible by Robert Norman (father),  Anne 
Ronsse eligible by John Ronsse (husband), Diane 
Samuelson eligible by Robert Samuelson 
(husband), Theresa Sheridan eligible by Robert 
Samuelson (father), Danielle Schekira eligible by 
Shawn Conley (brother), Mary Kay Spinda eligible 
by John Spinda (husband), Anja Thompson eligible 
by Eckart Leistikow (father), Marquise Williams 
eligible by David Williams (husband), Marie Yoho 
eligible by James Robertson (father). 

At the Vets4Vets 283 we sure did make a 
statement.  The Auxiliary who was Carmen Roden, 
Linda Nogle, and Patty Trauthwein had our own 
table to represent us to let people know what we 
were about.  Then our commander Randy 
Whisman and adjutant Nancy Senter were there.  
One of the speakers just happen to be the 5th 
District Commander Lena Heredia-Perez who also 
is a member of 283.  What a great show of 283 for 
this event. 

What a turn out for the Auxiliary School of 
Instruction on September 18.  The ladies that 
attended learned some new things in our 



programs. Even if you have been in a position 
before I bet you learned something that you didn’t 
know before.  Great people, questions were asked 
and answered, and great food.  Thank you, Heidi 
Tyler and Vicki Skipper-Compton, for helping. 

This is our busy time of the year so let’s get 
started marking your calendars 

We will continue to have our non-perishable 
food donation to go to our neighboring community 
centers:  Arlington Community Center and Jim J. 
Dotson.  

The list of food items is on the Auxiliary 
bulletins board. 

 Canned:  vegetable – (green beans, peas, 
carrots, corn, yam, etc.), fruit – (pineapple, 
applesauce, fruit cocktail, peaches, pears, 
etc.), meat – (tuna, chicken, ham, etc.)  If 
you can get the tab cans that would be 
great. 

 Boxed:  macaroni & cheese, muffin mix, 
cornbread, rice, crackers, oatmeal, pasta, 
potatoes, stuffing mix, cake mix & frosting, 
brownie mix, cereals, juices, etc. 

 Other:  peanut butter, jelly, individual 
snacks, pasta sauce, dried beans, grits, 
oatmeal, etc. 

October 9 will be post clean starting at 
9:00am.  We want to look nice for our 5th District 
Meeting on October 10, at 2:00pm for the 
Legionnaire and Auxiliary.  We are also going to 
have our 5th District Juniors & SAL members 
joining us. 

Join us with the decorating of our post for the 
holidays with your talents, and ideas then we get 
to take them down when it is the appropriate time.  
Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  Please 
let us know if you are interested, we would love to 
hear your ideas. 

Sign-up on the Auxiliary Bulletin Board. 
Our Children’s Halloween Party will be on 

October 16, at 12pm – 3pm ages from babies until 
12 years of age.  Come joint us for games, truck a 
treat, judging of costume, and food.  Sign-up will 
be on the Auxiliary Bulletin Board.  

Adult Halloween Party will be on October 29, 
at 6:00pm finger food and munches will be served.  
Sign-up sheet will be on the Auxiliary Bulletin 
Board. 

Volunteers are needed for our breakfasts, 
Bingo dinners, Trivia night on October 26, and 
October 15 & 29 which are our Friday dinners. 

 Service not Self for God, Country, and 
Veterans, 

“Dare To Commit” 
Nancy Paterson 

ALA Unit President 

 

 
Legion Rider Director’s Report 

Last month started out sad 
with funeral for our past 
director and true friend Phil 
Jansen. I want to thank 
everyone that showed up. A 

total of 55 bikes was awesome. We 
finished up the month on a high note, 
with our annual poker run to support k9 
line this year. October 1st starts our Merry 
Go Round month so let’s get out and ride 
and try to bring back the honor of being # 
1. We have post cleanup on October 9, 
which we need to help and get our post 
spruced up. We our hosting the 5th district 
meeting on October 10th and we want to 
look sharp. Also, on that day we will be 
hosting the departments meet & greet for 
riders doing the 5-state fun run. This 
should be a really fun ride, meeting riders 
from other states and adding up those 
miles and hours for the Merry Go Round. 
The meet and greet should be around 5 
pm, so come out and meet other riders 
from across our state. A reminder our 
riders meeting is October 2nd at 9am. Hope 
to see you there. 

YOUR MILES AND HOURS count:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1

FAIpQLSehZDOGkBxO-
r_bCLW5tD7zLvW8GAf_T_quDJNvkGVa2I

2SVw/viewform 
John R. Lang 

Chapter Director ALR283 
904-422-6690  

RIDE WITH PRIDE/FOR THE CAUSE 
NOT THE APPLAUSE 

alr283director@gmail.com 
www.alrspost283.com 

Facebook @ American Legion Riders 
Chapter 283, Jim J Gilleo post 283 



LOOK FOR US ON-LINE AT WWW.FLORIDALEGION283.ORG AND WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LEGION283 

 
 

                 

                                                                                                                                                                               

American Legion 
Jim J. Gilleo Post 283 

 October 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS FOR 
THESE UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

 
 

 
 

 1 
LEGION STEAK 

DINNER 
 6:00 – 7:30 

 
DOUBLE DOWN 

2 
 
 
 

KARAOKE 7PM 
BRISTOL 

3 
SAL BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 
 

4 
 

5 
SAL PIZZA IS 

BACK! 
5:30 – 7:30 PM 

 
TRIVIA 7-9 PM 

 

6 
SAL MEETINGS 

EXEC – 6:00 
GENERAL – 7:00 

 

7 
ALA BEEF STEW, 
CORNBREAD & 

SALAD 
5:30 – 7:00 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

8 
SAL FISH 

FRY/BROIL, 
FRENCH FRIES & 
HUSH PUPPIES 

 
SIDEWALK 65 

9 
POST CLEANUP 9AM 

 
 

KARAOKE 7PM 
JIMBO & DEBBIE 

10 
ALA BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 
5TH DIST MTGS 

ALR – 12:30 
LEG/ALA – 2:00 

 

11 
LEGION             

MEETINGS 
EXEC 6:00 PM 

GENERAL 
6:30PM 

12 
SAL BACON 

CHEESEBURGERS 
5:30 – 7:30 PM 

 
TRIVIA 7-9 PM 

13 
ALA MEETINGS 
EXEC – 6:00 PM 
GENERAL – 7PM 

 

14 
ALA BURRITOS, 

MEXICAN RICE, & 
MORE 

5:30 – 7:00 
BINGO BEGINS 

AT 6:30PM 

15 
ALA SAUERKRAUT, 

PORK & MORE 
6 – 7:30 

 
SOUTHERN SKY 

16 
CHILDREN’S 
HALLOWEEN 

PARTY 12 – 4PM 
KARAOKE 7PM 

BRISTOL 
17 
SAL BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 

 

18 19 
SAL CHICKEN 
SANDWICHES  
6:00 – 7:30 PM 

 
TRIVIA 7-9 PM 

20 
SURVEY SAYS 

7:00 
 

CHEESEBURGERS 
& FRIES 6:00 – 7:30 

21 
ALA CHICKEN POT 

PIE, SALAD 
5:30 – 7:00 

BINGO BEGINS 
AT 6:30PM 

 

22 
ALR DINNER 
6:00 – 7:30 

 
 

CLOUD 9 

23 
 
 
 
KARAOKE 7PM 
JIMBO & DEBBIE 

24 
ALA BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 
 

25 
 

26 
ALA TACOS, BLACK 

BEANS, RICE & 
CORNBREAD 
6:00 – 7:30 PM 

TRIVIA 7-9 PM 

27 
TOWN HALL 

MEETING 6:30PM 

28 
ALA MEATLOAF, 

MASHED TATERS & 
MORE 

5:30 – 7:00 
BINGO BEGINS 

AT 6:30PM 

29 
ADULT 

HALLOWEEN 
PARTY SPOOKY 
FINGER FOOD 

 
SPEKTRA 

30 
 
 
 
KARAOKE 7PM 
JIMBO & DEBBIE 

31 
SAL BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 11:00 


