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Commander’s Report
October is gone and we are
into Fall. I would like to take
this time and express my
gratitude to those that have
volunteered to assist this post.
The month of November is
going to be busy. We will have
Thanksgiving dinner for all our veterans
and active-duty members so bring out the
family and enjoy the hospitality of the
greatest post in Jacksonville.
Much appreciation goes to the
Volunteers that assisted with Legion Steak
night. It was much needed and welcomed
by everyone.
In the past month we have lost a lot of
dearly beloved members. I want to express
my personal condolences to the families.
I would like to encourage those who
may not have been to the Post in a while
to stop by for a cold beverage, stay for one
of our weekly events, and get some great
food.
Just a friendly reminder that early bird
cut off is October 30th with the early bird
dinner on November 13 from 4 to 6 and
it’s going to be a nice steak dinner so get
your membership in now to avoid the
rush.
For God & Country
Randy Whisman
Post 283 Commander

1st Vice Report
In my last report I stated we were at 38%
membership renewal for 2022. So as of this
writing we are now at 48%. Much lower than
we should be. Remember the Early Bird
dinner is November 13th so if you want that
free steak step up and renew your
membership.
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As a reminder the Facebook account of
American Legion Florida 283 has been taken
offline. All information should go on Legion
283 (Facebook). I am still looking for
volunteers to assist with that site and our
Webpage. Any help is appreciated.
We have Veterans Day and Thanksgiving
coming up this month. I know the SAL could
use some assistance this year with the fried
turkeys. If you can make plans to assist them
with this great endeavor.
Did you forget to pay past dues and hate
to spend all that money in one shot? Contact
me directly as there may be some assistance
out there to get you caught up.
For God and Country
JP Paterson, 1st Vice
jpaterson48@gmail.com
(904) 710-3656

3rd Vice Report
Post 283 will be participating in the 2021
City of Jacksonville Veterans Day Parade. We
are looking for people to march in the parade
with us; especially those who have participated
in the past parades willing to share their
knowledge and experience. If interested, please
let us know by sending me an email letting me
know you would like to participate.
The Flag Retirement Ceremony that was set
for October is being shifted. New date and time
is TBD, but look for a notice coming out for that
soon around the post as well as on social media.
The next Blood Drive at the post will be on
Sunday, November 21st. I would like to
acknowledge and thank Yvette Moore for
accepting the Blood Drive Chairmanship
position. If you plan to give blood, please make
an appointment with Oneblood by going to their
website, search for American Legion Post 283,
and select a time. The Blood Drive Chairman
will be available to give you a complimentary
FREE Breakfast ticket to redeem.
Joe Johnson, 3rd Vice

SAL Report
Membership continues doing
well at 43% and currently we are
ahead of Detachments target date. I
would like to see us reach 60% by
the end of the year so please get
your renewals sent in for
processing. If you want your card sent by mail and
have a change of address, please note on the
outside of the envelope provided by your bartender.
If you mail in for your renewal and have
changed your address, even though it may be on
the envelope you sent your request in, please make
note this is a change of address. Changes of
address needs to be sent into Detachment to keep
records current. Other than those who request to
be sent by mail, cards will be left behind the bar. If
not picked up within a few weeks, cards will be
mailed.
We are now in the month of November so keep
in mind if you don’t have your 2022 membership
card as of January 1st, you are no longer consider
an active member and will not be served at the
canteen nor can you have an active member sign
you in as a guest. Beginning in November, each
month’s Friday night dinner will be the fish fry or
broiled fish. The SAL Friday night dinner is
generally the second Friday of each month.
Occasionally, we are asked to swap a Friday night
dinner depending on what is going on that time of
year. So, check the calendar. First Tuesday of each
month we normally do our Trivia pizza night which
is one of our busiest nights. We start taking orders
at 5:30 to get a jump on the process of prep and
cooking. I have received some comments regarding
the line of ordering. Ordering pizza ahead of doors
opening will not be allowed. If you desire a pizza,
orders will be taken and numbered only from those
who are in line. Please keep in mind that the staff
preparing pizzas are all volunteers and do the best
they can, even though there are times we are short
staffed. Additionally, pizza takes time to prep and
cook. If you come in and your order number is 36
for example, your pizza may not be ready in 30
minutes. We take orders up to 6:45, and, even
then it will take time to prep and cook. We
appreciate your support on pizza night and ask for
your patience while your pizza is being prepared.
With that said, I want to thank all those who
continue to volunteer for the SAL. If you are
interested in volunteering, please see me or Second
Vice, Louis Pucci. We can always use new blood.
Recently, I had a visit from staff with Wreaths
Across America requesting any donation the SAL
could provide for support of this program.
According to WAA, Co-Location Coordinator, Alicia
Gabriel, they were 6000 headstones short of their
goal for placement of wreaths at the Jacksonville

National Cemetery. With the support of the SAL
and membership approval, we were able to make a
$5,000.00 contribution which provided a total of
334 fewer wreaths they have to be concerned
about. She is very confident they will meet the
goal. Thank you, SAL Squadron 283, for stepping
up for this vital endeavor.
For God & Country
Tom Harris, Commander

Auxiliary President’s Report
The Auxiliary is wishing a Blessed and Safe
Happy Thanksgiving to everyone at the post and our
extended family.
Happy Birthday to all the November members
and family.
We would like to WELCOME all the new
members that have join our family. In our October
meeting we were able to vote in 5 new Auxiliary
members. Kimberly Dupont by her husband Phillipe
that also join the legionnaires. Melody LeGass
daughter of a deceased who served in Vietnam War
who is a Veteran. Martha (Marty) McGee widow of
her deceased husband who served in Vietnam War.
Just Sena, granddaughter of her grandfather who
served in WWII veteran that never got to see him.
Monica Wilson, daughter of a Deceased Vietnam War
Veteran.
We had 68 renewals from the last time we
submitted.
We would like to also welcome back 2 rejoins.
Darlene Geiger and Keri Daub.
Our membership chairman has confidence that
we will make our goal of 100% by December so please
keep sending in those renewals and reach out to
someone that can join the Auxiliary.
On November 11 is a celebration to honor
American’s Veterans living for their patriotism,
love of country, and willingness to serve and
sacrifice for our freedom in war or peacetime.
Please take a moment while you are up at the post to
place a donate in the poppy canisters that are around
the bar area. As we are having open house and
dinner that evening, we will also have a display with
the Auxiliary who will be there to help.
The Canned Food Drive for our local community
food banks was such a wonderful success. Because
of all of you that participated in the collection we were
able to collect and donated about 930 pounds of food
to Arlington Community Center and Jim J. Dotson
Foundation.
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who donated.
Together we are making a difference in our
neighborhood.
What a fun day on October 16, for the Children’s
Halloween Party. Leah Cooter and her crew did a
great job in keeping the young ones entertained
inside and outside the post with games, food, and
fun.

Can’t wait for the Children’s Christmas party on
December 11, 12pm-3pm. Look for information on
the Auxiliary Board.
We are still collecting amber medicine bottles.
Please make sure that they are clean inside, and
labels are completely off. If you find it hard to get the
labels off, try rubbing alcohol or goop be gone. Not at
the same time please.
If you have some worn beach, bath, or hand
towels we are collecting them also for the Humane
Society.
Are you still trying to clear your clothes
closets?? We are still collecting clothes. Just drop
by and place them in the tub that has the sign on it.
Are you still drinking soda or can beer? I know
some of you do. Are you feeding your dogs or cats
can food?
What am I getting at? TABS take them off and
bring them to the post, please. Just so we can bring
them to Ronald McDonald place to help the young
ones there for every pound we give them they are able
to receive One hour of free therapy. Please help
them!
Quite a few of the Auxiliary members donated
pumpkins to Clyde E. Lasses Veterans Center so they
could decorate them and place outside their door.
This is our annual collection of non-perishable
food for our military families at the USO, our
veterans, and at some of our local schools. Your
donations of food will help make their Thanksgiving
a blessed one. We will be delivering these wonderful
blessing on November 22, 2021.
Canned items: green beans, corn, cranberry
sauce or jelly, mushroom soup, carrots, new potatoes,
French style green beans, yams, any kind of soup,
fruit cocktail, pears, peaches, pineapple mix
vegetable, can tuna, can chicken, can ham, can beef,
peas, pumpkin, apple, chickpea, navy beans, kidney
beans, baked beans, tomato soup, vegetable soup,
beef noodle soup, ravioli, tomato sauce, chopped
tomatoes, chili, spaghetti sauce, etc...
Boxed and packaged: rice, potatoes, cereal,
pancake mix, muffins, cookies, chicken, beef,
vegetable broth, stove top stuffing, spaghetti,
macaroni & cheese, rice, dry beans, quick breads,
saltine crackers, oatmeal biscuit mix, ramen noodles,
gravy mixes, granola bars, rice a Roni, etc…
Other: peanut butter, jelly, turkey gravy, KoolAid, etc...
Let’s make this a Thanksgiving to remember.
Serve Not Self for the Veterans
“Dare To Commit”
Nancy Paterson
283 Unit President

Legion Rider Director’s Report
Welcome to some fall riding
weather. The numbers came in for
our poker run and it was great to
present a check to K9 line for
$20,000. Thank you again for all
that helped make this happen. Merry go round
is over and hopefully the 5th district wins the
trophy. The 5-state unity ride brought in 15,000
points. I want to thank Danny Hill for arranging
the Sunrise ride, heard we had 24 riders, which
should have added some good points for the
merry go round. I am changing the meeting from
November 6th to November 13th at 9am, because
of out-of-town commitments. With the weather
cooling off, get out and ride. There is a
WAA/BCS 6th Annual Pork Butt CookOff/Auction at post 10095 Hillard on Saturday
November 13th from 11-6, Our Sargent of Arms,
Shelley Blevins, 19th Street Charities Toys for
Tots is having a Thanksgiving Dinner/auction
for $10 from 5 till food runs out at Post 129
Jacksonville Beach on November 13th, and the
6th Annual CVMA "Rocketman" Run starting
and finishing at post 250in Middleburg, Start
and Finish at American Legion Post 250
Registration starts at 9 am, with 1st bike out at
11 am. Ribs by Donnie after the ride. As always
ride safe and hydrate with plenty of water. Have
a Happy Thanksgiving.
YOUR MILES AND HOURS count:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIp
QLSehZDOGkBxOr_bCLW5tD7zLvW8GAf_T_quDJNvkGVa2I2SVw/
viewform
John R. Lang
Chapter Director ALR283
904-422-6690
RIDE WITH PRIDE/FOR THE CAUSE NOT
THE APPLAUSE
alr283director@gmail.com
www.alrspost283.com
Facebook @ American Legion Riders Chapter
283, Jim J Gilleo post 283
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Sunday
MARK YOUR
CALENDARS FOR
THESE UPCOMING
EVENTS

7

Monday

14

9
LEGION
MEETINGS
EXEC 6:00 PM
GENERAL
6:30PM

15

10
SAL BACON

CHEESEBURGERS

6:00 – 7:30
TRIVIA 7-9 PM

16
SAL CHICKEN
QUESADILLAS
6:00 – 7:30 PM
TRIVIA 7-9 PM

22

ALA BREAKFAST
8:30 – 11:00

28

29

SAL BREAKFAST
8:30 – 11:00

SAL MEETINGS
EXEC – 6:00
GENERAL – 7:00

TRIVIA 7-9 PM

SAL BREAKFAST
8:30 – 11:00

21

Wednesday
3

SAL PIZZA
5:30 – 7:30 PM

8

ALA BREAKFAST
8:30 – 11:00

Tuesday
2

1

23

ALA MEETINGS
EXEC – 6:00 PM
GENERAL – 7PM

17
SURVEY SAYS
7:00
CHEESEBURGERS
& FRIES 6:00 – 7:30

24

Thursday
4

ALA STUFFED
CHICKEN, RICE
PILAF & MORE

5:30 – 7:00
BINGO BEGINS
AT 6:30PM

11

ALA HAM,
SWEET POTATOES,
HASH BROWN
CASSEROLE

5:30 – 7:00
BINGO BEGINS
AT 6:30PM

18

12

13
ALR MTG – 9:00AM
SSAL 5TH DIST 11 – 1
EARLY BIRD DINNER
4:00 – 6:00

JOHN TYLER
BAND

KARAOKE 5PM
JIMBO & DEBBIE

19

20

26

THANKSGIVING
OPEN HOUSE
STARTING AT 1:00

KARAOKE 7PM
BRISTOL

SAL FISH
FRY/BROIL,
FRENCH FRIES &
HUSH PUPPIES

ROCKIN
MACHINE

6:00 – 7:30 PM
TRIVIA 7-9 PM

TRIVIA 7-9 PM

DOUBLE DOWN

BINGO BEGINS
AT 6:30PM

TURKEY FRY
STARTS AT 6:00AM

ALA BBQ CHICKEN,
BAKED BEANS,
COLESLAW
6:00 – 7:30 PM

LEGION STEAK
DINNER
6:00 – 7:00

ALA LASAGNA,
SALAD, GARLIC
BREAD, DESSERT
6 – 7:30

25

Saturday
6

ALA BEEF
STROGANOFF,
SALAD & DESSERT
5:30 – 7:00

GARLIC CHICKEN,
GREEN BEANS,
MASHED
POTATOES

30

Friday
5

KARAOKE 7PM
BRISTOL

27

ALR TWO TACOS,
REFRIED BEANS,
DESSERT

6:00 – 7:30
CLOUD 9

KARAOKE 7PM
JIMBO & DEBBIE

SPECIAL
NOTICE!!
THERE WILL BE AN
OPEN HOUSE ON THE
11TH FOR VETERAN’S
DAY STARTING AT 1:00

LOOK FOR US ON-LINE AT WWW.FLORIDALEGION283.ORG AND WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LEGION283

