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Commander’s Report 
June is gone and elections 

have been completed and 
installation has also been 
completed. The newly elected 
people are now at your disposal 
for legion related issues that 

you may encounter during the year.  Feel free 
to talk to the newly elected and make them 
feel welcome. Now with this Auxiliary and SAL 
does not have a say when it comes to legion 
business and will not be allowed by any 
member of the 2 family entities. 

This past month has been full of 
excitement and plenty of great times with 
what the post has been doing there is 
something for everyone. 

The legion steak nights are going great we 
sold 100 last month and would like to do more 
with that being said we need volunteers to 
assist with the preparation for this to happen 
it only takes a couple of hours to get things 
prepped and ready for the cook team to cook 
this fantastic meal to be served to our 
veterans and their family’s so stop out and 
assist when you can let’s make this the best 
POST for the department of Florida has. 

Come by and see all your friends.  
       For God & Country  

Randy Whisman 
Post 283 Commander 

 
1st Vice Report 

Transition -The process of changing from 
one state or condition to another.  I view this 
upcoming term as a time of transition. Even 
though the faces may be familiar, there are 
several members who will be stepping into 
new positions.  Please encourage and support 
all our 2022/2023 new Post Officers (Legion, 
SAL, ALR, AUX). One way could be attending a 
monthly meeting, even if your previous 
experience wasn’t “so great”. 

Personal Goal for Upcoming Term - One 
of my goals for the upcoming term is the 
accuracy of the Post’s membership records.  
We have many records missing contact 
information, branch of service and/or era the 
veteran served. My goal is to get these records 
corrected.  Why?  Because starting this term, 
Posts’ will no longer receive paper membership 
rosters from the Department of Florida.  Post 
membership rosters will have to come from 
reports generated from the American Legion 
National Database (mylegion.org). Renewal - If 
you still need to renew for 2022 there are a 
few ways to renew your membership. 
 Renew your membership online | The 

American Legion 
 Mail your renewal to:   

American Legion Post 283 
9459 Fort Caroline Road 

  Jacksonville, FL 32225 
 Or bring your renewal to the Post 

If you are 70 years old or older and have 
been a member of Post 283 for a minimum of 
5 years consecutively your dues are $29.00.  
Remember – To get this discounted price, you 
must pay your dues at the Post. You do not 
receive this discount if you renew your 
membership using mylegion.org.  2023 cards 
will be available after the Post Installation, 
which is June 25, 2022, at 1600.  I'd like to 
encourage everyone to renew early to qualify 
for the Early Bird Dinner and be entered for 
the drawing for a $100.00 gift card.  

We would like to welcome the “Transfer In” 
Legionnaires voted in at the last meeting 
which are:  

 Art Carnes 
 David Daraskevich 
Looking forward to a great year 

For God and Country  
Nancy Senter 

1st Vice Commander 
mombluestar@gmail.com 

 

www.facebook.com/legion283 www.floridalegion283.org 



 
2nd Vice Report 

We ended May with our Memorial Day 
Open House serving over free 250 Hamburger 
and/or Hot Dog meals. Steak Night numbers 
were creeped back up towards normal and we 
hope that continues here in July. We will 
continue to serve broiled fish with the menu. 
Unfortunately, as much as we endeavor to 
keep our donation for the meal as low as we 
can, we will be raising the prices as inflation 
continues to take its toll on everyone. The new 
donation will be $13 for steak, $12 for two 
pieces of fish, and $17 Dollars for steak and 
one piece of fish. These new donation amounts 
get us to about breaking even or very slightly 
ahead.  

In July we will again celebrate our 
“Independence Day” with an Open House from 
3-5PM, we will have a Wet/Dry bouncy house 
with assorted games for the kids and small 
fireworks display in the evening. So, bring 
something they can get wet in and towels to 
dry them off. Karaoke w/Bristol will also be in 
the building. We will serve Free hamburgers 
and Hot Dogs with chips for a meal. 

 Also, this month and in the following 
months you may see K9Line in the building at 
various times providing training for their 
service animals which may include training 
along with their assigned veterans in different 
crowd and noise scenarios. Please bear in 
mind these are service animals and Veterans 
who are both in training. So please maintain 
an open mind as to what they are trying to 
achieve. Please refrain from touching and/or 
petting the service animals when they are 
“On-Duty,” which is anytime they are wearing 
their vests. You may or may not see the 
trainers and/or the veterans release them 
from being “On-Duty.” When the trainer or 
veteran wants to release them from “On-Duty” 
status they will remove the service animals 
vest and give them a release command. At 
that point you may see the animal roam 
around and it is at that time, and only while 
their vest is off that you may freely pet, rub 
and acknowledge the service animal. Trust 
me, the trainers and/or Veterans themselves 
will let you know! I will include these dates 
and times in the calendar if I get them before 
it is off for print. 

As always if you have any questions 
and/or concerns for the good of the Legion 

please contact me anytime at 
Mikegajnos@outlook.com 

Hope everyone has a Happy Independence 
Day and “Stay Safe!!”                                                                  

Mike Gajnos 
Post 283 2nd Vice Commander 

2ndvice@floridalegion283.org  
Mikegajnos@outlook.com 

 

 
SAL Report 
 Squadron 283 went beyond 

our goal for membership with 
290 members reported at 113%. 
What’s more, Val Maurer, 1st 
Vice Commander signed up 
over 25 new members which 

puts him in the Blue Brigade Award category. 
This is an award given by National. Go Val!  

We were notified at convention that 
Squadron 283, 2023 membership cards were 
not available due to a shortage of paper. As 
soon as we receive cards, we will let you know. 
In the meantime, you can renew your 
membership and given a receipt. The receipt 
will be valid as your membership card until we 
receive your actual card and then distribute to 
those who have already paid.  

Squadron 283 did receive an award at 
convention. The Don Halliday Memorial 
Trophy, 1st Runner Up Squadron Report, 
Detachment of Florida. Thanks to all SAL 
members who made this happen. You guys 
are the best assets to the Squadron.  

I want to thank all those SAL members 
who were at convention who assisted in the 
Hospitality Room. BBQ, that went off the 
charts. Got a lot of good compliments on the 
food. No one else provided “hot food’ like 5th 
District. Thank you, Lenna Perez, 5th District 
Commander and her side kick Sam and Joe 
Mickles, 5th District 3rd Vice Commander. 
Commander Post 129 and his wife Kathy for a 
tremendous event.  

I’m looking forward to my 11th year as 
Commander of Squadron 283. Actually, 9 
years Squadron Commander and 2 years 5th 
District Commander. Afterwards, it’s time to 
mentor myself out. I do want to say, this is the 
best Squadron in the State. No doubt. You 
guys and all the volunteers who have 
supported the Squadron throughout the 
years, I can’t give you enough thanks. JOB 



WELL DONE!!! July 4th we will be drawing the 
ticket for the BBQ grills. All proceeds will go to 
Fourth & Gold, a non-profit for a local 
research group for Children’s Cancer. Please 
purchase tickets for this Vital Endeavor.  

 For God & Country 
Tom Harris, SAL Commander 

 

 
Auxiliary President’s Report 

Summer is in the air, and it 
is hot.  Hello July!!!! 

We sing on paper Happy 
Birthday to everyone’s birthday 
in July. 

Happy Birthday to you, 
happy birthday to you and many more. 

Let’s welcome our newest members into 
our Auxiliary. 

Leah Gore:  Granddaughter of John 
McClanhan, deceased WWII Veteran.  

Christy Lawwell:  Daughter of Lillard 
Martin, deceased Vietnam Veteran. 

This year we didn’t get to 100% in 
renewals, but we came close as of June 2022 
we were at 98.52%. 

I would like to apologize to Linda Nogle as 
my oversite in not having 2022-2023 Chaplain 
listed in the June’s Newsletter.  Linda is going 
to be a wonderful Chaplain in the upcoming 
year. 

Quite a few ladies went to Orlando for the 
Convention to take some classes, and vote in 
the 2022-2023 Department of Florida Officers.  
I’m sure that they learned a lot and had fun. 

We were very blessed to have the officers, 
chairmen, and all the volunteers that help, 
assist, created, and to make these two years 
very enjoyable, and fun. 

With all the new members, transfers, and 
rejoins this year to help volunteer, come to the 
meetings or just join in breakfasts and 
dinners to get to know the people of the 
Auxiliary.  Let’s have fun!!! 

 We will all are being blessed with the new 
officers, chairmen, and all the volunteers for 
2022-2023 to help, assisted, and create. 

God Bless the Veterans 
Nancy Paterson 

283 Unit President 
 
 

 
Legion Rider Director’s Report 

The heat is definitely on, so 
while out riding be sure to 
hydrate with plenty of 
water.  We are changing our 
meeting day to July 9th at 9am 
because of the Independence 

Day holiday. Well the convention last month 
went well, especially since our 5th district 
riders brought back the Round Robin Trophy 
home. Thank you to all who helped with riding 
and donating to make this possible. We 
actually have the trophy in the glass case at 
our post till the district meeting on July 10th. 

I want to thank everyone who came to our 
officer installation. On July 23 there is a Bike 
& Car show put on by the Nassau County 
Moose Riders at their Moose Lodge in Yulee. 

On the 30th this month, we will be riding 
to Post 9 for their Boots on the ground check 
presentation. Kickstands up at 3pm. We still 
have about 100 tickets for our motorcycle we 
are raffling off to help Ukrainian relief, $20 for 
1 or 6 for $100, We also raffling off a 
patriotic quilt for K9 Line, $1 for 1 or 6 for $5. 
Again, it's hot out there so please hydrate 
when out in the heat. 

YOUR MILES AND HOURS count:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAI

pQLSehZDOGkBxO-
r_bCLW5tD7zLvW8GAf_T_quDJNvkGVa2I

2SVw/viewform 
John R. Lang 

Chapter Director ALR283 
904-422-6690  

RIDE WITH PRIDE/FOR THE CAUSE NOT 
THE APPLAUSE 

alr283director@gmail.com 
www.alrspost283.com 

Facebook @ American Legion Riders 
Chapter 283, Jim J Gilleo post 283 

 
A Note From The Editor: 
Please feel free to submit any articles that you 
think are relevant to the newsletter.  I also 
welcome cartoons and fun facts as long as they are 
in good taste and not political.  Of course, all must 
be approved by the Commander.  Send your 
submissions to me at tclucas@comcast.net. 



LOOK FOR US ON-LINE AT WWW.FLORIDALEGION283.ORG AND WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LEGION283 
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